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‘MASONIC’ HOTELS IN NEW ZEALAND 
BY BRO GRANT WATSON 

1 Orepuki 
2 Lawrence 
3 Dunedin 
4 St Andrews 
5 Hokitika 

6 Greymouth 
7 Kumara 
8 Southbridge 
9 Christchurch 
10 Blenheim 
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11 Havelock 
12 Nelson 
13 Wellington 
14 Palmerston North 
15 Woodville 
16 Ashurst 
17 Dannevirke 
18 Whanganui 
19 Patea 
20 New Plymouth 

21 Waitara 
22 Hastings 
23 Napier 
24 Gisborne 
25 Opotiki 
26 Tauranga 
27 Cambridge 
28 Auckland 
29 Devonport 
30 Rewene 

 

I was raised in Timaru, and I would not like to hazard a guess as to how many times I have 
driven through the little township of St Andrews a few kilometres south of Timaru. This is 
especially so, as a good part of my married life has been in Otago and Southland and naturally 
this has increased the number of times I drove along the main street of St Andrews past the 
Art Deco Masonic Hotel on the way to or from Timaru. I can even say I have called into the 
Masonic Hotel’s bar a number of times. However, the fact that the hotel in this very small 
township was called the ‘Masonic Hotel’ never really registered in any meaningful way until 
recently. 
 

In 2018 I had occasion to consider some Masonic aspects of early New Zealand history and the 
role Freemasonry played in the permanent settlement of our country. Included in this was the 
branding of hotels and taverns with names that reflected respectability and prestige. We have 
the ‘Grand’ hotels, and the ‘Commercial’, and those named after Royalty, such as the ‘Victoria’ 
hotel, or the ‘King Edward’, or indeed just ‘The Royal Hotel’. One name that seemed to fall into 
this category was the ‘Masonic Hotel’. On investigation many had very tenuous connections 
with Freemasonry if any. A few did have Lodges meeting in them for short periods, but most 
did not. Some of the towns with a Masonic Hotel have never had a Masonic Lodge in the near 
vicinity. It was the aura of respectability that the name Masonic implied. 
 

With a bit more research I discovered that there were at least 30 hotels called ‘Masonic’ in 
New Zealand at various periods. Most being built in the 19th century. A little more research 
showed that this concept of naming hotels with Masonic names wasn’t just a New Zealand 
phenomenon, and we were only following a trend from overseas. This had started in Britain 
and spread to a number of other countries, particularly to those which had been British 
colonies. 
 

However, it was the New Zealand hotels which interested me. 
 

We are going to take a journey through the length of New Zealand, from the deep south, right 
up to the very top of the North Island, finding out where those hotels with the name ‘Masonic’ 
were. I have tried to find appropriate photographs, although with many of the older hotels 
there is often no pictorial evidence. 
 

In researching this topic I have discovered how much these hotels were involved within their 
towns and were an integral part of their districts. Where appropriate I have tried to give a few 
examples of this involvement. 
 

Let us start in the deep south, about 75 kilometres south-west from Invercargill at a small 
rural settlement called Orepuki. Once a thriving gold mining settlement of 3000 people, today 
Orepuki is something of a ghost town. The Masonic Hotel was quite a substantial building, but 
closed in January 1917 due to lack of patronage. 



 

 

Orepuki 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lawrence 1908 
Moving north to Otago. The first large goldfield in New Zealand was discovered in the 
Tuapeka region of Otago in 1861. Between July and December 1861 Otago's population rose 
from something under 13,000 to over 30,000. Gold miners from across the world rushed to 
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the area and the first goldrush town which was formed at Gabriel’s Gully in the Tuapeka, was 
eventually called Lawrence. The population of the area went from less than 50 to over 12,000 
in two years. There were two ‘Masonic’ hotels in the district; one in Lawrence and another five 
kilometres away in nearby Wetherstones. 
 

George Clark was the first Master of Lodge St George, 1128, E.C., in Lawrence, and he was a 
first the proprietor of the Masonic Hotel, Wetherstones. As business concentrated in 
Lawrence, he built the Masonic Hotel in the new town, The hotel went out of business in the 
early 1920s and the building is no longer standing, however as the photo above shows it was 
quite a substantial building with stables attached. 
Lawrence today has a population of around 435. 
 

Hotels are always at the centre of a community’s activities, including sometimes life, death 
and marriage. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUAPEKA TIMES, 20 FEBRUARY 1869 
 

 
 

TUAPEKA TIMES, 12 DECEMBER 1874 
 

Moving on, we travel to Dunedin – Edinburgh of the South. Freemasonry has a distinguished 
history in the city so it isn’t a surprise there was a Masonic hotel. The hotel was situated in 
Princes St. however there is no evidence that any Lodges used this hotel. The building has long 
ceased to be a hotel and is now shops with flats above. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OTAGO DAILY TIMES, 1 FEBRUARY 1928 
 
 

We now travel further north 180 kilometres along state Highway 1 to the very small township 
of St Andrews, South Canterbury to The Masonic Hotel, St Andrews. 
 

This is a handsome Classic Art Deco design. Certainly the most prominent building in the 
township. The first building on the site called the Masonic Hotel was constructed in 1876. 
With the railway station across the road the main clientele were single men and women who 
were travelling for work, and this is the main reason why the majority of the rooms in the 
hotel are single room accommodation. 
 



 

On 19 August 1936 the ownership was signed over to new owners. That night a blaze gutted 
the hotel in suspicious circumstances but no one was ever charged over the incident. The 
owner at the time Italian Peter Daleissi quickly rebuilt the hotel in the popular art deco style 
we see today. After this monumental effort he sold the hotel in 1939. 
 

No major work was undertaken until 1965 by Archie McKenzie, who then owned the hotel, 
and he oversaw some extensions and renovations throughout the hotel, renovating it further 
in 1975. The building then declined until in 2008 new owners revitalized the hotel bring it 
back to its original glory, and enhancing the Art Deco aspects. The exterior is a striking 
example of the style, and the art deco features have been carried on inside and have been 
retained by the various owners. Typical art deco leadlight glass panels have been retained 
along with the woodwork, making the hotel a great example of its type of design. 
Unfortunately, due to the Covid pandemic, the hotel is closed at present and for sale. It is to 
hope that a buyer can be found for this great building. It is definitely worth stopping to look at 
if you are passing. 

 

 
 

Like all hotels and particularly rural hotels, the community was closely involved with the 
hotel, as indicated in these newspaper articles: 
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TIMARU HERALD, 1 OCTOBER 1910 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At this point we make quite a jump across the South Island to the town of Hokitika on the 
West Coast. 
 

The Masonic Hotel in Hokitika, 40 Kilometres south of Greymouth, was still in business in 
1920. 
 

Unfortunately there is not a lot more information about this hotel. As at one point it was said 
there were 102 hotels in Hokitika I suppose the lack of information about the Masonic Hotel 
isn’t surprising. 
 



 

 
GREYMOUTH EVENING STAR, 29 OCTOBER 1919 

 

The Greymouth Masonic Hotel was destroyed at least twice by fire. First in 1869 and later in 
1879 after which there is no record so I assume it was not rebuilt. The hotel was located on 
Mawhera Quay runs alongside the Grey River and this was the main dock for the port, and 
there are commercial premises along its length. Unfortunately there is no photo of the hotel 
but there are several newspaper articles and advertisements. 
 

 
 

GREY RIVER ARGUS, MARCH 1868 
 

 
 
 
 

BAY OF PLENTY TIMES, 26 APRIL 1879 
 

Westport is 100 kilometres north of Greymouth and the Masonic Hotel operated from the late 
1860’s until 1908 when it was destroyed by fire. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WESTPORT TIMES, 15 FEBRUARY 1872. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREY RIVER ARGUS, 27 MAY 1871 
 

Significant that a meeting to establish a municipality in Westport was held at the Masonic 
Hotel, which suggests it was seen as a suitable venue for such an important meeting. 
 

At the top of the West Coast in the small settlement of Kumara there likewise was a Masonic 
Hotel. 
 

This area was the site of a large goldrush in the 1876. Kumara was the home town of Richard 
John Seddon, who was elected Mayor of the town in 1877, and served as Prime Minister of 
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New Zealand from 1893 until his death in 1906. Seddon was a Freemason and a Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of NZ. 
 

I can find only limited information about this hotel, probably because it is reputed that at one 
time there were fifty hotels in the wider town and this may not have been a very substantial 
building. However its demise would seem to have been quite a dramatic event as this 
newspaper report would indicate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEST COAST TIMES, 4 APRIL 1883 
 

Continuing our journey, we cross back over the southern alps to Canterbury and a small rural 
community south of Christchurch called Southbridge. The Masonic Hotel, Southbridge was 
like that in Kumara, was destroyed by fire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE COLONIST, 22 FEBRUARY 1910 
The hotel was subsequently rebuilt but was renamed the Southbridge Hotel. 
 

We now travel north 40 kilometres to the South Island’s largest city, Christchurch. 
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THE PRESS, 13 FEBRUARY 1899 
 

The Masonic Hotel stood for many years but unfortunately now the whole site is a vacant lot 
due to the recent earthquakes. 
 

We now move to the upper South Island to the wine growing region of Marlborough and the 
main town of Blenheim. The Masonic Hotel in Blenheim was on the corner of Wynen Street 
and Market Place. The first building was destroyed by fire in January 1908. A new hotel was 
built on the site and is still there, however it is now called ‘The Podium’, and is possibly about 
to be demolished.  
 



 

 
 

WAIRARAPA DAILY TIMES, 24 JANUARY 1908 
 

Now on towards Nelson and on the way we pass through the small fishing village of Havelock 
which is situated at the extreme head of the Pelorus Sound. Initially founded because of gold 
and timber, today it is known for servicing oyster farms in the Marlborough Sounds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEST COAST TIMES, 31 DECEMBER 1881 
 

 
 

PELORUS GUARDIAN AND MINERS' ADVOCATE, 12 OCTOBER 1909 
 

The hotel was rebuilt and continued trading into the 1930s. 



 

 

Now we come to Nelson at the top of the South Island. Built of wood in 1850, it was destroyed 
by fire on 7 November 1867. It was replaced by a two storied brick building. The Masonic 
Hotel was demolished 16 April 1955. 
 
 

Nelson Masonic Hotel 1902 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE DOMINION, 2 JUNE 1910 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

GREYMOUTH EVENING STAR, 9 MARCH 1907 
 

From Nelson we cross Cook Strait to New Zealand’s capital Wellington. The Masonic hotel, 
built in 1893, was located in Cuba St. 
 
 

 

NEW ZEALAND TIMES, 14 JULY 1909 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cuba St, Wellington with the Masonic Hotel on the right. 
 
 

A further 140 kilometres up the North Island is the city of Palmerston North. 
The Masonic Hotel was built in 1893, on the site of the former Palmerston Hotel. The building 
has been extensively renovated but remains an hotel, with bar and accommodation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MANAWATU TIMES, 16 OCTOBER 1915 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through the Manawatu Gorge east of Palmerston North is the Tararua District in the 
Wairarapa. 
 

Here in three relatively small townships there were three Masonic Hotels. Woodville, Ashurst 
and Dannevirke. 
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The Woodville Masonic Hotel still operates but now as a bar, with motel and backpackers’ 
rooms. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woodville Hotel - recently 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and in 1913 
 

The Masonic Hotel in Ashurst is now called the Ashurst Inn and has been so renovated as to 
bear little resemblance to the original building. 
 

While the Masonic hotel in Dannevirke is now called the Valhallaz Tavern, although on the 
parapet on Barraud St, the name can still be seen in relief. 
 

We now go back to the west coast of the North Island and arrive at Whanganui. Which is 
situated at the mouth of the river of the same name. The Masonic Hotel was built in 1867 and 
over the years had a rather chequered existence including being closed down several times. 
It opened on 1 July 1867 on the corner Plymouth St and River Bank Rd with a mortgage of £200. 
The hotel comprised of four bedrooms (lined and wallpapered), stables and outhouses. In 1969 
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the Masonic closed and was demolished to make way for the new Riverside Hotel which has 
now also closed.  
 

 
Whanganui Masonic Hotel - Date unknown 

 

Patea in South Taranaki, is 60 kilometres further up the west coast. The Masonic Hotel was 
built in 1871 at the western side of the Patea River where the barge operated and so was a 
popular meeting place. This was improved when the Bridge over the river was completed. The 
hotel was an integral part of the community over many years. The original hotel was 

apparently in a rather dilapidated condition at the turn of the century and in 1906 a new more 
substantial building was built on the adjoining site. 
The Masonic Hotel no longer operates and is now a café. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PATEA MAIL, 24 FEBRUARY 1886 
 

Another 100 kilometres north is the main centre of Taranaki, New Plymouth. The area was 
settled in 1841 and due to disputes between settlers and local Māori, New Plymouth became a 
fortified garrison town in 1860–1861 as more than 3500 Imperial soldiers, as well as local 
volunteers and militia. 
 

The Masonic hotel was in Devon St, and has ceased trading many years ago. 
 
 
 

TARANAKI HERALD, 20 AUGUST 1864 
 

I am not sure when the hotel was built but W Bro. LC Major in his paper concerning Masonic 
Lodges which met in hotels records: 

 “The occupancy of this hotel by Mount Egmont Lodge, No.670 E.C. is fairly well 
recorded. In September 1854 arrangements were made with Mr. William George, the 
proprietor: "In consideration of the yearly rental of £30, of the exclusive privilege of 
supplying the Lodge with refreshments, and of the Lodge being held on his premises … 

So it would seem the hotel was probably built in the late 1840’s. 
 

Waitara is about 15 minutes from New Plymouth and still has a fine Masonic Hotel. Waitara 
was the site of the outbreak of the Taranaki Wars in 1860 following the attempted purchase of 
land for English settlers from its Māori owners. The Masonic is the only original hotel in 
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Waitara. Built in 1881. The building was extensively modernised in the 1950s. In 2011 the 
hotel was further renovated and is now advertised as a Boutique hotel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TARANAKI HERALD, 12 MARCH 1890 

 

We are now going to jump right across the North Island to the Hawkes Bay and Hastings had 
a Masonic Hotel. There is not a lot of information available about this particular hotel. 
However, 20 kilometres along the coast is possibly the most famous Masonic Hotel in New 
Zealand at Napier. 
 

The first Masonic Hotel in Napier was opened on the present site by Joseph Gill on 14 
September 1861. In 1875 the hotel was extended to cover the complete section. On 23 May 
1896 Masonic Hotel was destroyed by fire. The fire bell was not rung until 15 minutes after 
the fire started, a little after 10pm, even though the fire station was within 100 feet of the 
front of the hotel. Tenders were called for within a month of the fire and the Masonic was 
rebuilt in 1897 by Mr C Fleming McDonald in what was to become the grandest hotel in 
Napier 
 

http://www.masonicwaitara.co.nz/


 

 
Front of the Masonic Hotel Napier facing the Esplanade 
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The building was originally three storeys with a single storey building alongside housing the 
stables and in 1906 a two storey extension was added. The extension had a promenade roof 
with an area of 18,000 square feet. It was one of the largest and most elaborate, up to date 
hotels in New Zealand at that time. 
 

In the 1931 Hawke’s Bay Earthquake the Masonic Hotel was destroyed, mainly by the fire that 
followed rather than by the earthquake itself. After the earthquake a temporary corrugated 
iron building was erected to serve the patrons while the new hotel was built. 
 

The 1932 Masonic hotel was designed by Wellington architect W J Prowse. It is a simple 
symmetrical structure, enlivened only by its elaborate upper storey wooden pergola facing 
the sea and it’s conspicuous ‘Masonic’ in Deco capitals of red lead light in the canopy at the 
entrance of the hotel. The foyers still retain their art deco features although other parts of the 
interior have been ‘modernised’. The exterior structure remains basically unchanged from 
when it was first built in 1932. 
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The aftermath of the 1931 Napier Earthquake 

 

Today the hotel is one of the tourist highlights in Napier which has a number of Art Deco 
buildings as a result of the rebuild after the earthquake, and with the Masonic hotel being on 
the Marine Parade in the centre of town, it holds a prominent place in the centre of the town. 
 

Further up the east coast of the North Island is the town of Gisborne; The Masonic was an 
early hotel in the area and has been rebuilt several times. The site of the first Masonic Hotel 
fetched the highest price of £51 when the first Gisborne sections were auctioned in 1870. As 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjhto7SpLXXAhUMVrwKHYG9D5AQjRwIBw&url=http://mp.natlib.govt.nz/detail/?id%3D26723%26t%3Ditems%26q%3D%26f%3Dsubarea$Photographic%20Archive|decade$1930s%26u%3D0%26s%3Da%26l%3Dmi%26tc%3D0%26recordNum%3D0%26numResults%3D20%26p%3D0&psig=AOvVaw1OsFqABUy2R9hEp-bThhhR&ust=1510447241642278
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwirq9yIr_bUAhVGFJQKHZYsDY0QjRwIBw&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Masonic_Hotel_Gisborne.jpg&psig=AFQjCNElVkzoLfaBPOD42jkp5erBJuLrWw&ust=1499488729084547


 

Gisborne's most prestigious hotel it provided the "Royal Suite" for the 1954 Royal tour by 
Queen Elizabeth.  
 

The four-storey hotel closed in the late 1980s, and it now comprises a mix of retail and 
numerous residential tenancies, including a large flagship apartment on the first floor, and 
ground floor rental space. 
 

We now make a long jump up to the Bay of Plenty and the small rural town of Opotiki, which 
has a very fine Masonic hotel. 

 

Initially constructed in the late 1860s or early 1870s. The first hotel was one of the earliest 
substantial timber structures in the colonial town, which had been laid out as a military and 
commercial settlement in 1866 it was erected on a prominent corner allotment, positioned 
midway between the wharves where sea-going traffic embarked, and a military redoubt 
surrounding the Anglican church. During Te Kooti's rebellion in the late 1860s, the first hotel 
is said to have accommodated officers' wives and was temporarily fortified. 
 

A new brick and concrete building was erected in 1916 replacing much of the earlier 
structure. Parts of the timber hotel were initially retained including a dining room, a kitchen 
and several bedrooms. These were consumed by a large fire in July 1918, after which a brick 
extension along Church Street was erected. 
 

An identical eclectic Edwardian Baroque style was used for both the 1916 rebuilding and its 
subsequent extension. A further bar extension incorporating a casino and TAB was also added 
in the 1990s on the site of earlier staff quarters. The building continues to be used for 
accommodation, as well as the bar and restaurant trades. 
 

At the northern end of the Bay of Plenty is the city of Tauranga. 
 

http://www.opotikinz.com/visit-opotiki/where-stay/hotels-motels/masonic-hotel


 

‘The Masonic’ was the first hotel in Te Papa (Tauranga), built around 1866 by James Campny 
and extended the following year. In spite of attempts to save it, this historic building was 
demolished in 1993. 
 

The first public meeting regarding forming a Masonic lodge in Tauranga was held in the Hotel 
in 1876, and subsequently Lodge Tauranga 462 IC was form. The consecration meeting on 17 
May 1876 took place in a local hall but the brethren then adjourned to the Masonic hotel for 
refreshment, where according to the local paper “An excellent repast was provided …”. It 
seems that the Lodge continued to meet elsewhere over the years. 
 
 

The hotel is the building with the veranda on the right of this photograph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The plaque at the site. 
 



 

The site is now an archaeological park called the “Masonic Park” after the hotel, but the park 
is there because of old foundations of a very early bakery were uncovered there.  
 

One of the more handsome Masonic hotels is the Masonic Hotel in Cambridge, 24 kilometres 
southeast of Hamilton, on the banks of the Waikato River. Cambridge was established when 
the 3rd Regiment of the Waikato Militia were settled there in 1864 following the ‘Invasion of 
the Waikato’ in the Māori Wars. 
Today it is world renowned for breeding thoroughbred racehorses. 
 

The first Masonic hotel on the site was built in the 1860’s and was one of the first hotels in the 
district. It was a two storey wooden structure with stables attached. This hotel was destroyed 
by fire in 1911 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WAIKATO TIMES, 18 JULY 1882 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WAIKATO INDEPENDENT, 14 NOVEMBER 1911 
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WAIKATO INDEPENDENT, 24 FEBRUARY 1912 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The new hotel was built 1912, with a classical facade. It has a beautiful Kauri staircase, stained 
glass windows and many other features that give the building its character and charm. 
 

Auckland. 
The Grand Hotel, at 9 Princes Street, Auckland built 1889, was the leading hotel of Auckland in 
the late 1800s, and it was built on the site of the wooden Masonic Hotel. 
 

As Bro. LC Major says; “The Masonic in Auckland was not only built for a Lodge, but by the 
Lodge”. 
 

The Lodge Ara, No.348 IC purchased the land in Princes Street in 1845 and two years later 
had the hotel built which it leased to a tenant, but they incorporated into the building a special 
room for the Lodge to meet in. This first meeting was on 8 January 1849. The two storied 
wooden building remained the home of Lodge Ara until the Masonic Hall was built next door 
in 1881. A number of other Lodges also used the Lodge room. They included, Lodge St. 
Andrew, No.418 SC from 1877 (See advertisement below), United Service. No.421 IC (No.10 
NZC.) from 1864, Waitemata, No.689 EC from 1858, Ara Royal Arch Chapter, No.348 IC from 
1861 and Union Mark Lodge, No.154 from 1872. 
 

http://minikiwiland.co.nz/type.php?name=Hotels


 

 
 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, 27 DECEMBER 1866 

 
Across the harbour from the centre of Auckland is the harbourside suburb of Devonport, the 
main base for the New Zealand Royal Navy since 1891. The Masonic Tavern in Devonport was 
built on the corner of Church St and King Edward Parade in Devonport in 1866 as 
accommodation for the seaside resort. With great views across the harbour this Tavern was 
for many a favourite with the locals and in the 20th century had a slight cult following, in part 
for a reputation for good and lively music. However, the building was sold in 2012 and has 
now been completely rebuilt as apartments with very little if anything left of the old building. 
This happened despite the Devonport Heritage Trust taking the developers and the Auckland 
City Council to court. Unfortunately another historic building has gone. 
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The Masonic Hotel, Devonport 1879 … 
 
 
 
   
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and recently. 

Date unknown but possibly 1930’s … 
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and recently 
 

Finally we move north to the Hokianga Harbour and the small settlement of Rawene. 
The hotel was built in 1870 and was apparently called the Masonic as it was expected that a 
lodge would be formed in the district and that this Lodge would meet at the hotel. 
Unfortunately like some best laid plans the Lodge wasn’t formed for another 50 years and 
didn’t use the hotel. 
 

Today it caters as much for the holiday trade as it does for the locals, and incorporates a café 
as well as a bar and accommodation. 
 

So our journey visiting hotels called Masonic has ended. We have been from near the bottom 
of the South Island right up to close to the top of New Zealand, visiting 30 Masonic Hotels. 
 

There were quite possibly other hotels which bore the name Masonic, particularly in the mid 
1800s. 
 

As an example, I found one mention of a Masonic hotel in Kaitangata in South Otago, but can 
find no other reference. This may have been a misprint as the River Hotel in Kaitangata was 
owned by a member of the local Lodge, St Thomas Kilwinning, and the Installation Dinners 
were held in the River Hotel for a number of years.  
 

I hope the details in this paper gives a good picture of the Masonic hotels of New Zealand. 
 

These hotels have all been named the ‘Masonic Hotel’. But there was also a hotel in Wellington 
called the Freemasons Arms on Lambton Quay in the 1800’s, and for a short time there was a 
Freemason’s Arms in Nelson, built in 1842. Interestingly this hotel soon became a meeting 
place for the Oddfellows Lodge and was renamed the Oddfellows Arms in 1847, until they 
built their own lodge rooms and it was then renamed the Marine Hotel in 1858. In Dunedin 
there was a Freemasons Hotel in MacLaggan St., with references from 1864, but no further 
mention after 1869. 
 
I have concentrated on the New Zealand Masonic Hotels, however there were also hotels with 
Masonic references in Australia and South Africa in particular. Western Australia and 
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Queensland have a number of hotels named the “Freemasons Hotel”. Springbok in South 
Africa has a “Masonic Hotel”. There is a smattering of Freemasons Arms in various countries. 
However hotels and taverns with a wider range of masonic names are most prevalent in the 
British Isles and Ireland. 
 
The Freemasons Arms in Covent Garden is said to be the ‘Spiritual home’ of the Football 
Association. 
 
Across the whole of the British Isles there are many hotels, inns, pubs and taverns with 
Freemasons Arms or variations. 
 
 

FREEMASONS ARMS COVENT GARDEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://freemasonsfordummies.blogspot.com/2010/06/soccers-masonic-birthplace.html


 

IRELAND 
 

 

FREEMASONS HOTEL - TOODYAT, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 

Conclusion: 
The question has to be asked why so many hotels with the name ‘Masonic’, especially when 
most did not have a Masonic Lodge meeting on their premises. Indeed many of these towns 
did not have a local Lodge when they were built. Lawrence in Otago was a Goldrush town, and 
in the immediate vicinity in the late 1860’s it was estimate there were nearly 50 hotels or 
taverns. So, thinking of an appropriate name would have posed some difficulties. If you 
wanted some respectability around your establishment then you needed a relatively 
distinguished name. Names like “Victoria”, “Empire”, “Royal”, “Crown”, were common. 
Connections with the home countries produced “The Shamrock” or the “Duke of Wellington”. 
To associate your hotel with a respected organisation, which had connotations of uprightness, 
was trustworthy, principled, honourable, ethical, steadfast, portrayed attributes which people 
in the 19th century had concerning Freemasonry. Allied this with the knowledge that many 
influential people and indeed the aristocracy were closely associated with the Craft. So it can 
be seen why in the search for an appropriate name for a hotel ‘Masonic’ was used. 
 

The publican didn’t necessarily have to be a member of the Craft. Certainly, many weren’t. 
However, if you look at early membership records of Lodges in New Zealand, most had a 
smattering of publicans or hoteliers. As an example, Lodge St George, No. 1128, EC, in 
Lawrence, Otago, had 12 publicans as members between 1865 and 1899, and two brewers. 
Two owners of the Masonic Hotel, Lawrence, were Masons. Which shows some brethren made 
use of their connection to name their Lodge. As shown above Australia, seems to have erred 
towards the word “Freemason” rather than ‘Masonic’, but the concept is still the same. 
 

With many establishments in Britain having Freemason, or some variation it shouldn’t be a 
surprise that when immigrants arrived in the colonies that they used a play on a name they 
were familiar with. 
 

The boom nature of many towns meant that Hotels and Taverns sprung up quickly and then in 
many cases the town retrenched when the good times ceased. This was not helped by the 
depressions of 1870s and 1890s when the number of hotels or taverns in general declined. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Freemasons_Hotel_Front.JPG


 

The other factor related to the closing of a number of hotels was the growth of the temperance 
movement from the mid-1870s and which reached its peak in the 1920s. Because of the 
nature of colonial New Zealand many of the buildings were rather poorly built and 
maintained. Most of the first hotels were wooden, although many were later replaced with 
more solid buildings. Fires were a constant threat, particularly when the commercial 
precincts of a town were tightly packed with many wooden buildings. Among these casualties 
were some Masonic hotels. Kumara being one example. In the 20th century, the place of hotels 
in New Zealand also changed, and in the latter part of the century hotel chains became more 
prominent and the number of hotels has slowly reduced leaving the small number of Masonic 
hotels listed above still operating today. 
 

Therefore, let us value those which remain. Especially gems like the ‘Masonic Hotels’ in places 
like Napier, Cambridge and St Andrews. 
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APPENDIX I. 
Description of the Clothing, Jewels, &c., of the Grand Lodge of England, &c. 

 

The following clothing and insignia shall be worn by the Craft, and no Brother 
shall, on any pretence, be admitted into the Grand Lodge, or any Subordinate 
Lodge, without his proper clothing. 
 

No honorary or other Jewel or emblem shall be worn in the Grand Lodge or any 
Subordinate Lodge which shall not appertain to, or be consistent with, those 
degrees which are recognised and acknowledged by, and are under the control 
of the Grand Lodge, as part of pure and ancient Masonry. 
 

JEWELS. 
 

The Grand Master. The Compasses extended to 45° with the 
segment of a circle at the points and a gold 
plate included, on which is to be represented 
an eye irradiated within a triangle also 



 

irradiated. 
 

The Pro. Grand Master.  The same. 
Past Grand Masters   A similar Jewel without the gold plate. 
and Past Pro. Grand Masters. 
Deputy Grand Master. The Compasses and Square united, with a 

five-pointed Star in the centre. 
Past Deputy Grand Masters.   The Compasses and Square only. 

Senior Grand Warden. - The Level. 
Junior Grand Warden. - The Plumb. 

Grand Chaplains. - A Book within a Triangle. 
Grand Treasurer. - A chased Key. 

 

Grand Registrar.-A Scroll with Seal appended. 
President of the Board  Arms, Crest and Supporters of Grand Lodge. 
of General Purposes. 

Grand Secretary - Cross Pens with a Tie. 
Grand Deacons. - Dove and Olive branch. 

Grand Superintendent of Works. - A Semicircular protractor. 
Grand Director of Ceremonies. - Cross Rods. 

Assistant  Ditto. Ditto. 
Grand Sword Bearer. - Cross swords. 

Grand Organist. - A Lyre. 
Grand Pursuivant  Arms of the Grand Lodge with Rod and Sword 

crossed. 
 

The Jewels of the Grand Chaplain, Registrar, President of the board of general 
purposes, Secretary, Deacons, Superintendent of Works, Director of Ceremonies, 
and Assistant Director of Ceremonies, Sword Bearer, Organist, and Pursuivant, 
are to be within a wreath composed of a sprig of acacia, and an ear of corn. 
 

The Grand Stewards for the year wear silver gilt Jewels pendent to collars of 
crimson ribbon four inches broad, and bear white wands. The Jewel of a Grand 
Steward is- A Cornucopia between the legs of a pair of Compasses extended, 
upon an irradiated gold plate, within a circle, on which is engraven- “United 
Grand Lodge of Antient Free and Accepted Masons of England.” 
 

Past Grand Stewards, so long as they continue to subscribe to some Lodge, wear 
Jewels pendent to collars of crimson ribbon, four inches broad, with silver cord 
on each edge. The Jewel of a Past Grand Steward is oval in form, and the same 
device as the Jewel of a Grand Steward, but on crimson enamel instead of the 
irradiated plate. 
 

Past Grand Steward.  The same device on crimson enamel, instead of 
the irradiated gold plate, but of smaller size, to be 
worn on the breast. 



 

Provincial Grand Master.  The Compasses and Square 
    with a five-pointed Star in the centre. 
 

Deputy Provincial Grand Master.- The Square. 
 

All other Officers of    Jewels of the same description 
Provincial Grand Lodges as those worn by the Officers of the Grand 

Lodge 
 

Provincial Grand Stewards  Jewel similar to those worn by the Stewards 
of the Grand Lodge. 

 

The Jewels of the Provincial Grand Master and other Provincial Grand Officers 
and Provincial Grand Stewards, are to be placed within a circle, on which the 
name of the province is to be engraven. 
 

All Past Grand Officers and Past Provincial Grand Officers may wear the Jewel of 
their respective Offices on a blue enamelled oval medal. 
 

All the above Jewels to be gold or gilt. 
 

Masters of Lodges. - The Square. 
Past Masters. The Square and the diagram of the 47th 

Prop. 1st Bk. of Euclid engraven on a silver 
plate pendent within it. 

Senior Warden. - The Level. 
Junior Warden. - The Plumb. 

Treasurer. - The Key. 
Secretary. - The Cross Pens. 

Deacons. - The Dove. 
Inner Guard. - Cross Swords. 

Tyler. - The Sword. 
 

The above Jewels to be in silver, except those of the Officers of the Lodge of 
Antiquity, No. 2, and of the British Lodge No. 8, which arc golden or gilt. The 
collars to be light blue ribbon, four inches broad; if silver chain be used, it must 
be placed over the light blue ribbon. 
 

In the Grand Lodge, and at great ceremonials and festivals, where the Grand 
Officers appear in their official capacities, the actual Grand Officers wear chains 
of gold, or metal gilt, instead of collars; but upon all other occasions collars of 
garter-blue ribbon, four inches broad, embroidered or plain. 
 

Past Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of England, in the Grand Lodge, or at any 
great ceremonials or festival, to wear embroidered collars, and in private 
Lodges, collars either embroidered or plain. 
 

Provincial Grand Masters wear chains of gold or metal gilt, or collars of garter-
blue ribbon, four inches broad. 



 

 

Deputy Provincial Grand Masters and other subordinate Provincial Grand 
Officers, present and past, wear collars of garter-blue ribbon, four inches broad, 
with narrow edging of gold lace or cord, but not bullion or fringe, nor plain, 
except in the Grand Lodge, in which they must wear their collars and jewels of 
the Lodges and Offices respectively, in right of which they attend as members of 
the Grand Lodge. Provincial Grand Stewards, during their period of office only, 
wear collars of crimson ribbon two and a half inches broad. 
 

APRONS. 
Entered Apprentice. - A plain white lamb-skin, from fourteen to sixteen inches 
wide, twelve to fourteen inches deep, square at bottom, and without ornament, 
white strings. 
 

Fellow Craft. - A plain white lamb-skin, similar to that of the Entered Apprentice, 
with the addition only of two sky blue rosettes at the bottom. 
 

Master Mason. - The same, with sky blue lining and edging, one and a half inch 
deep, and an additional rosette on the fall or flap, and silver tassels. No other 
colour or ornament shall be allowed except to Officers and Past Officers of 
Lodges, who may have the emblems of their offices in silver or white in the 
centre of the apron: and except as to the members of the Prince of Wales’ Lodge 
No. 25 who are allowed to wear a narrow internal border of garter blue on their 
aprons. 
 

Grand Stewards, Present and Past. - Aprons of the same dimensions lined with 
crimson, edging of the same colour three and a half inches, and silver tassels. 
Provincial Grand Stewards, while in office the same except that the edging is 
only two inches wide. The collars of the Grand Steward’s Lodge to be crimson 
ribbon four inches broad. 
 

Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge, Present and Past. - Aprons of the same 
dimensions, lined with garter blue edging three and a half inches, ornamented 
with gold, and blue strings, and they may have the emblems of their offices, in 
gold or blue, in the centre. 
 

Provincial Grand Officers, Present and Past.  Aprons of the same dimensions 
lined with garter blue, and ornamented with gold, and wi1 h blue strings; they 
must have the emblems of their offices in gold or blue in the centre within a 
double circle, in which must be inserted, the name of the province, The garter 
blue edging to the aprons must not exceed two inches in width. 
 

The apron of the Deputy Grand Master to have the emblem of his office in gold 
embroidery in the centre, and the pomegranate and lotus alternately 
embroidered in gold on the edging. 
 

The apron of the Grand Master is ornamented with the blazing sun embroidered 
in gold in the centre, on the edging the pomegranate and lotus with the seven 



 

eared wheat at each comer, and also on the fall, all in gold embroidery; the fringe 
of gold bullion. 
 

The apron of the Pro. Grand Master. - the same. 
 

The Masters and Past Masters of Lodges to wear, in the place of the three 
rosettes on the Master Masons apron, perpendicular lines upon horizontal lines, 
thereby forming three several sets of two right angles; the length of the 
horizontal lines to be two and a half inches each, and of the perpendicular lines 
one each; these emblems to be of ribbon half an inch broad, and of the same 
colour as the lining and edging of the apron. If Grand Officers, similar emblems 
of garter blue or gold. 
 
 

APPENDIX II. 
Description of The Clothing Jewels, &c. of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. &c. 
 

The Jewels of the G1·and Lodge ( Gold) are as follows: 
TIIE GRAND MASTER. 
A Brilliant Star, having in the centre a Field Azure, charged with a St. Andrew on 
the Cross.-pendant therefrom the Compasses extended, with the square, and 
Segment of a circle of 90°.- the points of the Compasses resting on the Segment. 
ln the centre, between the Square and Compasses the Sun in full glory. 
PAST GRAND MASTER 
A similar Jewel of less dimensions, but without the Sun between the Square and 
Compasses. 
DEPUTE GRAND MASTER. 
The Compasses and Square united pendant from a small brilliant Star. 
SUBSTITUTE GRAND MASTER. 
The Square pendant from a Star. 
Senior Grand Warden. - The Level Ditto. 
Junior Grand Warden. - The Plumb Ditto. 
Grand Treasurer.-A Chased Key. 
Grand Secretary. - Key and Pen crossed with a Tic. 
Grand Clerk. - Cross Pens with a Tie. 
The Square and Compasses Level and Plumb-rule are the Masonic Jewels proper, 
the others are honorary Jewels. 
Grand Chaplain. - Irradiated Eye in a Triangle. 
Senior Grand Deacon. - The Mallet within a Wreath. 
Junior Grand Deacon. - The Trowel Ditto. 
Grand Architect. - Corinthian Column, based on a Segment of 90° 
Grand Jeweller. - A Goldsmith’s hammer within a wreath 
Grand Bible Bearer. - The Bible, encircled with branches of Acacia and Palm. 
Grand Director of Ceremonies. - Cross Rods with Tie 
Grand Bard. - A Grecian Lyre. 
Grand Sword Bearer. - Cross Swords with Tie. 



 

Grand Director of Music. - Cross Trumpets with Garland 
Grand Marshalls. - Cross Baton and Sword. 
Grand Tyler. - The Sword. 
President of the Board of Grand Stewards. - Cornucopia and Cup, within a 
Wreath. 
Provincial Grand Master. - The Compasses and Square with a five pointed Star in 
Centre. 
Provincial Depute Grand Master. - The Compasses and Square. 
The other Officers of Provincial Grand Lodges are entitled to wear Jewels of the 
same description as those worn by the corresponding Office-bearers of the 
Grand Lodge. 
The Grand Master’s Collar from which his Jewel is suspended, is of gold, of the 
depth of one inch and 2-l0ths, and consists of sixteen thistles, between each of 
which are the letters “G.L.’’ in double cypher, interlaced. The Thistles enamelled 
in their proper colour. 
The Collars from which the Jewels of the other Grand Officers and Provincial 
Grand Officers are suspended, are of thistle green ribbon. 
 

The Office-bearers of the Grand Lodge wear over the right shoulder, and under 
the left arm, Cordons or Sashes of thistle green ribbon not exceeding four inches 
broad. 
The apron of the Grand Master is trimmed with two-inch gold lace (acorn 
pattern) and is embroidered in gold, on the fall, which is semicircular and of 
green satin, - the Compasses and Square, the Sun in Splendour, the Moon and 
Seven Stars, &c., within a wreath of thistles. 
The aprons of the other Grand Officers arc all trimmed with green, and have 
green falls, on which arc embroidered in gold the emblems of their respective 
offices encircled by garlands of thistles, acacia, palm, &c., 
The Badge of Honorary Members of the Grand Lodge of Scotland is worn as a 
medal on the breast, but neither the Apron nor Cordon of the Grand Lodge is 
conferred on them - their decoration being the distinctive badge provided for 
them. 
Representative Members to Sister Grand Lodges, wear clothing (viz. Apron, 
Collar, and Ribbon, with Badge,) similar to the clothing of Grand Officers. 
The two large Vases- the one for oil, and the other for wine-are of silver, having 
the Arms of the Grand Lodge beautifully chased thereon, the top surmounted by 
a St Andrew on the Cross. 
The Jewels of Subordinate Lodges are generally of silver, and are as under:- 
Master. - The Compasses and Square, Segment of Circle and Sun. 
Past :Master, - The Compasses, Square, and Segment. 
Depute Master. - The Compasses, and Square. 
Substitute Master. - The Square. 
Senior Warden. - The Level. 
Junior Warden. - The Plumb. 



 

Treasurer. - The Key. 
Secretary. - The Cross Pens. 
Chaplain. - Irradiated Eye in a Triangle. 
Deacon. - The Mallet and Trowel. 
Architect - Corinthian Column on Segment of 90°. 
Jeweller. - Goldsmith’s Hammer. 
Bible Bearer. - The Bible.  
Inner Guard. - Cross Swords.  
Tyler. - The Sword. 
 

The Grand Lodge, with a view to uniformity, recommend for adoption the 
following patterns for aprons. 
Apprentice.-A plain white lamb-skin, (with semicircular fall or flap,) sixteen 
inches wide, and fourteen inches deep ; square at bottom, and without 
ornament, white strings. 
Fellow Craft.-Same as above. - Edged with the colour of the Lodge, with the 
addition of two rosettes of the colour worn by the Lodge at the bottom. 
Master Mason. - Dimensions as above, edged with the colour of the Lodge, and an 
additional rosette on the fall or flap. 
Masters and Past Masters of Subordinate Lodges.  In place of each of the 
rosettes on the Master Mason’s apron a horizontal line, two and a half inches 
long, with a. perpendicular line from the centre, one inch high, thereby forming 
two right angles, in imitation of a rude level. These emblems to be of ribbon, half 
an inch broad, of the colour of the Lodge of which the wearer is the Master or 
Past Master. 
The Office bearers of Subordinate Lodges may wear Sashes of the colour 
adopted by the Lodge, not exceeding, four inches broad, and in front may have 
embroidered, or otherwise distinctly marked thereon, the name or number of 
the Lodge. 
 

APPENDIX III 
EXTRACTS. 

 
The following replies to Correspondents which have from time to time been 
extracted from the Freemason’s Quarterly Review are here inserted, in hopes 
they may be found both useful and instructive. 
 
BANNER. A Private Lodge cannot assume the Purple banner. Vol. 1. p. 116. 
 
BLACK-BALL. Although a Candidate for Freemasonry may be black- balled in one 
Lodge. The Constitutions do not prevent his election as a Candidate in another 
provided the articles are strictly enforced. Should the rejected of one Lodge 
afterwards present himself at such Lodge as a Mason, not being under 
suspension he can claim admission to the Service. “A Mason’s Lodge is a Mason’s 



 

Church.” Supposing that sound and consistent reasons barred his admission to 
Lodge A, those reasons might not weigh sufficiently with Lodge B, the 
determination not to associate intimately may be prudent in the one case, and 
yet not consistent in the other. 
 
If however the reasons for the blackball were most stringent, and the party was 
unfit to be introduced into the Order; in such case, Lodge A, (if they suspected 
his intention) should have apprised Lodge B, of the facts, and thus spared them 
the mortification of enrolling an improper person. As it is Lodge A, cannot refuse 
admission to the rejected one, unless they are prepared to support their case at 
the Board; but common sense if not decency should prompt the party not to 
disturb the harmony of a Lodge, if it has expressed its opinion upon sound and 
consistent principles. Vol. 6 p. 551. 
 
BOARD OF INSTALLED MASTER. None are admitted into the secret installation 
of the W.M. of a Craft Lodge except those who have been installed as such 
themselves. All but Masters and Past Masters must retire. Vol. 9, p. 470. 
 
A Board of Installed Masters cannot be formed unless at least three regularly 
installed Masters or Past Masters are present. Vol. 8, p. 507. 
 
None can be present at a Board of Installed Masters, but such as are really so, 
and the Candidate. No Arch Mason (merely as such) can claim admittance. Vol. 6, 
p. 116. 
 
CHAIR. No Brother unless by dispensation can occupy the chair for three years 
consecutively. Vol. 8, p. 128. 
 
A Master cannot resign his chair unless to a Master or Past Master. Vol. 9, p 470. 
 
CHARGE. The Charge may be read whenever the Master may direct and by 
whom he may appoint. It is usually delivered by a Past Master as the most 
proper party. Vol. 6, p. 388. 
 
CLOTHING. It is altogether unconstitutional to wear even Arch clothing; or such 
as the Templars and Rose Croix in a Craft Lodge. Vol. 6, p. 266. 
 
A Companion is not entitled to wear any Royal Arch Clothing in a Craft Lodge. 
Vol. 8, p. 371. 
 
The Stewards of Private Lodges are not entitled to the red collar and badge. Vol. 
9, p. 116. 
 
DEGREES. It is not correct to commence business in the Second degree, as by 



 

such process the E A’s are excluded from the practical transactions. LODGE. 
Three can hold a Lodge. Five work and seven make a perfect Lodge, for what? To 
make Masons. 
 
TYLER. A Tyler’s place is outside the Lodge, when inside the Lodge how can he 
perform a double duty. Vol. 7, p. 547. 
 

EMPOWERING. A Master cannot empower any Brother (unless a Master or a 
Past Master) to initiate, pass, or raise. Vol. 9, p. 470. 
 
EXTRACTS FROM MASONIC WORKS. As time and circumstances permit, it 
is correct for the Master to read in open Lodge, or to direct some Brother to do 
so, extracts from Preston, Oliver, and other Masonic Authors, always however 
with a view of promoting harmony, and affording instruction. Vol. 6, p. 388. 
 
INITIATION. May more than one candidate be initiated at the same time? There 
is no actual law against such practice, but it is better that Candidates should be 
introduced separately; at a certain period of the ceremony another may enter, 
and so on to the fifth, and the ceremony may then be concluded before all. Vol. 6, 
p. 265. 
 
As the Master has no power to direct a Warden (the Warden not being a Master 
or Past Master) to initiate, he cannot complain of the manner in which such 
Warden may have illegally acted. Indeed the Master would be amenable to 
Masonic Law. Vol. 9, p 470. 
 
Unless by dispensation, not more than five Brethren can be initiated at one 
meeting, and each should be separately introduced until after the ___________ 
_____________ when the ceremony may be completed in the presence of all the 
candidates. Vol. l, p. 344. 
 
LEWIS. A Lewis cannot be initiated until 21 unless by dispensation. He can only 
claim precedence to be made before others, even of a Prince. - The Prince not 
being a Lewis. Vol. 6, p. 388. 
 
LODGES OPENING. Is it proper to open a Lodge in the Second and Third degrees 
without going through the ceremony of the First? Certainly not. Is it lawful to 
resume a Lodge from the Third degree to the First when it has not been opened 
in the First degree? Certainly not. Vol. 6, p. 265. 
 
LODGES OF EMERGENCY. The expenses of a Lodge of Emergency should be 



 

defrayed by the Lodge, unless the By-laws otherwise provide for the case. Vol 6, 
p. 388. 
 
MARK MASONRY. The Grand Lodge of England does not recognise Mark 
Masonry. Vol. 6, p. 266. 
 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES. This term is incorrect, it should be ‘‘Director of 
Ceremonies.” Vol. 9,p. 470. 
 
MASTER OF A LODGE. No Brother is eligible for the office of Master, unless he 
shall have served (mark served) the office of Warden for twelve months. Vol. 6, p. 
550. 
 
MEETINGS OF INSTRUCTION. Is it in conformity with the constitutions for any 
Master or Past Master to hold meetings of instruction at his house by invitation 
without first obtaining the sanction of a Lodge? 
 
No Lodge of Instruction can be held without proper sanction, and in all respects 
in conformity with the regulations that such sanction declares; but friends 
meeting as qualified Masons for the purposes of mutual instruction, is rather 
praiseworthy than otherwise, and surely every Brother is at liberty to invite, or 
accept invitation for so laudable a purpose. Vol. 6, p. 266. 
 
MOURNING. The constitutions do not prevent a Master from directing the Lodge 
to put on mourning for a P.M. Vol. 9, p. 243. 
 
OFFICES. The constitutions do not prevent a Member of a Lodge from  
holding the offices of Treasurer and Warden or Deacon, and for this obvious 
reason. That many Lodges are not sufficiently numerous for the appointment of 
every office. - The union of Secretary and Treasurer in one Brother is by no 
means uncommon. Vol. 7, p. 547. 
 
PAST MASTER A Past Master who shall discontinue a subscribing member for 
twelve mouths may, on re-joining his Lodge take rank as P.M. but only as junior. 
His seniority of membership in the Lodge can only date from the period of his re-
joining. In joining any other Lodge, he must be bound by its laws; but in no case 
can the forfeited privilege be recovered but by order of the Grand Lodge. The 
passing through the chair a second time is not a recovery of the former, but the 
obtaining of a new privilege. Vol. 6, p. 114. 
 
The re-election of a Master does not alter the case of the immediate Past Master, 
both retain their positions Vol. 6, p. 551. 
 
A Brother cannot be installed as a Past Master unless he has acted as Master. He 



 

may be requested to sit occasionally as one, but thereby attains no rank. Vol. 6, p. 
551. 
 
WARDENS. Although the Constitutions do not declare that the Master of one 
Lodge may not hold a seat as Warden in another, yet if by so doing he keeps a 
Brother from office it is “contra bonos mores.” The Spirit of the Law is that all 
Lodges shall be efficiently represented, not that one Brother should represent 
several Lodges. Vol. 6, p. 114. 
 
A Warden (unless a P.M.) cannot initiate, pass, or raise; and can only become a R. 
A. M. by exaltation in a regular Chapter. Vol. 8, p. 128. 
 
A Master may, in the absence of his Wardens, request other Brethren, being 
Master Masons, to act as Wardens, pro. tem. but such Brethren should vacate 
their seats on the entrance of the regular Wardens Vol. 9, p. 470 
 
 

To be continued. 
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Peter Verrall: An Appreciation 
By Bro Kerry Nicholls 

 

When I was asked to write this tribute to such a great Freemason, mentor 
and fellow Brother and true friend I was humbled to be asked. 
 

After many thoughts as to how to proceed I decided not to upstage this 
Pillar of Strength to numerous Freemasons throughout the World but let 
him speak for himself. 
 

In light of this I used verbatim extracts from his publication: ‘Freemasonry 
Upstaged – Masonic Stage Presentations by Peter Verrall’. 
 

Thank you dear Brother for the many legacies you have left all of us. 
 

You have truly ‘lived respected and died regretted’. 
 

Kerry Nicholls. 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

RWBro. Peter Verrall P.J.G.W, F.A.N.Z.M.R.C., KL. 
 

25 July 1927 – 5 May 2022 
 

 
 

Peter Verrall was born in Croydon, England in 1927 and. after two years, 
went with his parents. Harry and Gladys Verrall. to Gibraltar for three years 
and four years in Bombay, India before going to Boarding School in England 
from 1936 to 1944. He trained as an architect at the Architectural 
Association in London, becoming an Associate of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects in 1948. After working in London for several years, he 



 

emigrated to New Zealand in 1952 as an architect with the New Zealand 
Railways where he was responsible for upgrading the Royal Train for the 
visit of Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip in 1953. In 1954 he moved to 
Rotorua, where he became the managing partner in an architectural 
practice with offices in both Auckland and Rotorua. In 1963, he took over 
the office in Rotorua with a partner. His office designed many types of 
building but in 1968 he became involved in the specialist design of dairy 
factory buildings for a number of dairy companies culminating as Architect 
and Project Manager for a $30 million cheese factory in 1984. In 1975 he 
became a Fellow of the New Zealand Institute of Architects and practiced 
till his retirement in 1987. 
 

Peter was initiated into Lodge Matakana in Rotorua in 1964, becoming the 
WM in 1978. He was instrumental in forming the Waikato Lodge of 
Research, being the Foundation Master in 1980 and 1981, and then 
Secretary till his departure for Perth in 1990 when he received a 
Secretary’s Jewel. The Lodge’s prestigious annual presentation, ‘The Verrall 
Lecture’, was inaugurated in 1988 and he delivered it in 1996. 
 

In 1990, he joined Shenton Park Bedford Lodge in Inglewood and The 
Western Australian Lodge of Research where he was Worshipful Master 
from 1993 to 1994 and held the offices of Secretary and Lecture Master for 
several years. 
 

He has lectured extensively on behalf of the Research Lodges, delivering 57 
lectures and other presentations whilst in New Zealand and 262 in Western 
Australia since coming to Perth 23 years ago. His service was recognised 
when he was made an Honorary Member of the Research Lodge and the 
rank of Past Junior Grand Warden was conferred on him in 2008. He 
delivered the Robin Hewitt Memorial Lecture at the Lodge of Research in 
2007 2011 and 2013. 
 

He has written, produced and acted in a number of costumed Masonic stage 
presentations which include ‘The First Degree as Worked in 1760’, ‘The 
York Rite Third Degree Ceremony’, ‘The Four Faces of Freemasonry: A 
Masonic Pageant’ at the Burswood International Showroom in October 
1996 and ‘Freemasonry; The Never Ending Story’ in the Hackett Dining 
Room in February 2000. Since then he has produced a number of smaller 
presentations including ‘The 1760 Table Lodge’ in Perth and in country 
areas as well as ‘Masonic Squares’ and ‘Ringing in the Past’ at different 
Lodges. Details, including scripts and photos, of these presentations are 
included in the publication ‘Freemasonry Upstaged’. He has been active in 
the Australian and New Zealand Masonic Research Council as Vice 
President and as President for four years in 2009 and was a Kellerman 



 

Lecturer in 1996, 2004 and 2006. In 2009, he was the ANZMRC Joint 
Travelling Lecturer and delivered twelve presentations to eleven Research 
Lodges and the Research Chapter in New Zealand. He presided at the 10th 
ANZMRC Biennial Conference held in Mandurah, Western Australia in 2010 
and was elected a Fellow of the organization. In 2010, he was invited to 
lecture at Lodge Mt Faber No.1825(SC) in Singapore. 
 

 
 

RWBro. Peter Verrall is one of the most distinguished and respected 
Freemasons in Australia and New Zealand; one of the brightest stars in the 
Masonic firmament. He has, for over fifty years, written and delivered 
innumerable Masonic lectures as well as having composed, produced and 
directed many Masonic plays in Craft Masonry. 
 

His Masonic career, in New Zealand and Western Australia, is well 
documented in the following pages but it must be recorded here - because 
he is too modest to do so himself - that his contribution to Freemasonry in 
general, and The Western Australian Lodge of Research in particular, is 
legendary, and the many lectures and plays he has created will remain as a 
lasting legacy of his genius. 
 

RWBro. David Ganon O.A.M., P.D.G.M., KL. 
 
 

I took the parts of the Worshipful wearing the traditional top hat when at 
the table and as a Lodge Treasurer in the 1700’s, as MWBro King Solomon, 
Grand Master, sporting a somewhat large black beard, as an Interviewer 
questioning 15 famous Freemasons from the year 957BC to 3000AD and as 
R.W Bro Robin Hewitt, Foundation Master of the Lodge of Research 
Participation in Peter’s productions was a privilege enjoyed by all, and to 
witness his commitment as the author, director, musical arranger, 
choreographer (yes, for King Solomon’s dancing girls!) producer, script 
writer and not forgetting scenery and costumes. 



 

 

He gave his undivided attention to detail, including his historical accuracy, 
all of which led to outstanding performances on every occasion. 
 

Peter, on behalf of the many actors plus the ‘crews’ who worked tirelessly 
behind the scenes and, no doubt the myriad of satisfied customers in the 
several audiences, I extend to you our heartfelt congratulations and 
grateful thanks for your outstanding contribution of Masonic knowledge 
and entertainment May your fertile mind give rise to further such 
presentations “Encore!” “Encore!” 
 

RWBro. Malcolm Hyde P.D.G.M., R.Med. 
 

A 2009 TOUR MEMORY. 
 

 
 

In looking for something that would be a little different to the normal procedure 
at lectures, I decided to pack Hiram Abif’s costume and to present him, by 
surprise, at the refectory proceedings based on our presentation ‘Ringing in the 
Past’. The procedure was that I would retire quietly just after the dinner to don 
the costume over my dinner suit. 
 

In Christchurch, my first venue, I had arranged with the Secretary to call me on 
my mobile at the correct time after my entry. The arrangements worked well and 
the brethren present enthusiastically received it. 
 

I then proceeded on my tour and of course things do not always turn out as one 
would expect. 
 

The major problems were getting the mobile communication working but that 
seemed to be all part of the fun. 
 

 
 



 

Ritual, Secrecy and Civil Society 
Published by Westphalia Press, Washington DC, USA 

 

A review by Bro John Belton 
 

This journal started in 2013 and is still running and producing two issues 
each year. It offers an international range of articles which range widely 
across the field of freemasonry. What perhaps marks it out as being 
different is that it is available free of charge via 
https://www.rscsjournal.org/ The sponsoring body in Paul Rich’s Policy 
Studies Organisation which is based in Washington DC. Here it is worth 
noting that Paul Rich is also the sponsor of the World Conference of 
Freemasonry held every two years in Paris. The last conference was held in 
June 2022 and the programme can be viewed at 
https://ipsonet.org/conferences/world-conference-on-
fraternalism/wcf2022program/ 
 

For interest the contents page of the current issue is reproduced below. 
The content covers a broad field of subjects which is not available in any 
one of the other more normal ‘territorial’ journals, and this alone would 
recommend it to any curious mason. However, this one has the added 
benefit of being free to download and store on the readers own computer 
for later reference. 
 

As the costs of printing on paper, and then storage of the books, combined 
with seemingly ever-increasing postage costs (especially if internationally 
circulated) the concept of online distribution is gaining some traction. So go 
and click the link and get a copy of the current issue – at nil cost can you 
really refuse? 
 

John Belton 
2017 ANZMRC Travelling Lecturer 
[John Belton presented a paper ‘William Smith (b.1698 – d.1741) and his  
Pocket Companions of 1735’ at the June 2022 WCF conference in Paris.] 
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APPENDIX IV. 
Articles of Union between the Two Grand Lodges of England. 

 

IN TIIE NAME OF GOD - AMEN. 
 

The Most Worshipful His Royal Highness Prince Edward Duke of Kent and 
Strathearn, Earl of Dublin, Knight Companion of the Most Noble Order of 
the Garter, and of the Most Illustrious Order of Saint Patrick, Field Marshal 
of His Majesty’s Forces, Governor of Gibraltar, Colonel of the First or Royal 
Scots Regiment of Foot, and Grand Master of Free and accepted Masons of 
England, according to the Old Institutions; the Right Worshipful Thomas 
Harper, Deputy Grand Master ; the Right Worshipful James Perry, Past 
Deputy Grand Master; and the Right Worshipful James Agar, Past Deputy 



 

Grand Master of the same Fraternity; for themselves and on behalf of the 
Grand Lodge of Freemasons of England, according to the Old Institutions; 
being thereto duly constituted and empowered-on the one part; 
The Most Worshipful His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick Duke 
of Sussex, Earl of Inverness, Baron Arklow, Knight Companion of the Most 
Noble Order of the Garter, and Grand Master of the Society of Free and 
Accepted Masons, under the Constitution of England; the Right Worshipful 
Waller Rodwell Wright, Provincial Grand Master of Masons in the Ionian 
Isles; the Right Worshipful Arthur Tegart, Past Grand Warden, and the 
Right Worshipful James Deans, Past Grand Warden of the same Fraternity; 
for themselves and on behalf of the Grand Lodge of the Society of 
Freemasons under the Constitution of England; being thereto duly 
constituted and empowered on the other part; 
Have agreed as follows:- 
I. There shall be, from and after the day of the festival of Saint John the 
Evangelist next ensuing, a full, perfect, and perpetual Union of and between 
the two Fraternities of Free and Accepted Masons of England adove [sic] 
described; so that in all time here, after they shall form and constitute but 
one Brotherhood; and that the said community shall be represented in one 
Grand Lodge, to be solemnly formed  constituted, and held on the said day 
of the festival of Saint John the Evangelist next ensuing, and from 
thenceforward for ever. 
II. It is declared and pronounced that pure Ancient Masonry consists of 
three degrees, and no more, viz.: those of the Entered Apprentice, the 
Fellow-Craft, anil the Master Mason (including the Supreme Order of the 
Holy Royal Arch). But this article is not intended to prevent any Lodge or 
Chapter from holding a meeting in any of the degrees of the Orders of 
Chivalry, according to the constitutions of the said Orders. 
III. There shall be the most perfect unity of obligation, of discipline, of 
working the Lodges, of making, passing, and raising, instructing and 
clothing Brothers; so that but one pure, unsullied system, according to the 
genuine landmarks, laws, and traditions of the Craft shall be maintained, 
upheld, and practised throughout the Masonic world, from the day and date 
of the said Union until time shall be no more. 
IV. To prevent all controversy or dispute as to the genuine and pure 
obligations, forms, rules, and ancient traditions of Masonry, and further to 
unite and bind the whole Fraternity of Masons in one indissoluble bond, it 
is agreed that the obligations and forms that have, from time immemorial, 
been established, used, and practised in the Craft, shall be recognised, 
accepted, and taken by the Members of both Fraternities as the pure and 
genuine obligations and forms by which the Incorporated Grand Lodge of 
England, and its dependent Lodges, in every part of the world, shall be 



 

bound; and for the purpose of receiving and communicating due light, and 
settling this uniformity of regulation and instruction (and particularly in 
matters which can neither be expressed nor described in writing), it is further 
agreed that brotherly application be made to the Grand Lodges of Scotland 
and Ireland, to authorise, delegate, and appoint any two or more of their 
enlightened members to be present at the Grand Assembly on the solemn 
occasion of uniting the said Fraternities; and that the respective Grand 
Masters, Grand Officers, Masters, Past Masters, Wardens, and Brothers, 
then and there present, shall solemnly engage to abide by the true forms 
and obligations (particularly in matters which can neither be described nor 
written), in the presence of the said Members of tile Grand Lodges of 
Scotland and Ireland; that it may be declared, recognised, and known that 
they are all bound by the same solemn pledge and work under the same 
law. 
V. For the purpose of establishing and securing this perfect uniformity 
in all the warranted Lodges, and also to prepare for this Grand Assembly, 
and to place all the Members of both Fraternities on the level of equality on 
the day of Re-union, it is agreed, that, as soon as these presents shall have 
received the sanction of the respective Grand Lodges, the two Grand 
Masters shall appoint, each, nine worthy and expert Master Masons, or 
Past-Masters, of their respective Fraternities, with warrant and 
instructions to meet together at some convenient central place in London; 
when, each party having opened (in a separate apartment) a just and 
perfect Lodge, agreeably to their peculiar regulations, they shall give and 
receive mutually and reciprocally the obligations of both Fraternities, 
deciding by lot which shall take priority in giving and receiving the same; 
and, being thus all duly and equally enlightened in both forms, they shall be 
empowered and directed, either to hold a Lodge under the warrant or 
dispensation to be entrusted to them, and to be entitled “The LODGE of 
RECONCILIATION;” or to visit the several Lodges holding under both the 
Grand Lodges for the purpose of obligating, instructing, and perfecting, the 
Master, Past-Masters, Wardens, and Members, in both the forms, and to 
make a return to the Grand Secretaries of both the Grand Lodges of the 
names of those whom they shall have thus enlightened. And the said Grand 
Secretaries shall be empowered to entrol the names of all the Members 
thus re-made in the register of both the Grand Lodges, without fee or 
reward; it being ordered that no person shall be thus obligated and 
registered whom the Master and Wardens of his Lodge shall not certify, by 
writing under their hands, that he is free on the books of his particular 
Lodge. Thus, on the day of the Assembly of both Fraternities, the Grand 
Officers, Masters, Past-Masters, and Wardens, who are alone to be present, 
shall all have taken the obligation by which each is bound, and be prepared 



 

to make their solemn engagement, that they will thereafter abide by that 
which shall be recognized and declared to be the true and universally 
accepted obligation of the Master Mason. 
VI. As soon as the Grand Masters, Grand Officers, and Members, of the 
two present Grand Lodges, shall, on the day of their Re-union, have made 
the solemn declaration, in the presence of the deputation of grand or 
enlightened Masons from Scotland and Ireland, to abide and act by the 
universally recognized obligation of Master Mason, the Members shall 
forthwith proceed to the election of a Grand )faster for the year ensuing; 
and, to prevent delay, the Brother so elected shall forthwith be obligated, 
pro tempore, that the Grand Lodge may be formed. The said Grand Master 
shall then nominate and appoint his Deputy Grand Master, together with a 
Senior and Junior Grand Warden, Grand Secretary, or Secretaries, Grand 
Treasurer, Grand Chaplain, Grand Sword-Bearer, Grand Pursuivant, and 
Grand Tyler, who shall all be duly obligated and placed; and the Grand 
Incorporated Lodge shall then be opened, in ample form, under the style 
and title of ‘‘The UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ANCIENT FREEMASONS OF 
ENGLAND.” 
The Grand Officers who held the several offices before (unless such of them 
as may be re-appointed) shall take their places, as Past Grand Officers, in 
the respective degrees which they held before; and in case either or both of 
the present Grand Secretaries, Pursuivants, and Tylers, should not be re-
appointed to their former situations, then annuities shall be paid to them 
during their respective lives out of the Grand Fund. 
VII.  “The UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ANCIENT FREEMASONS OF 
ENGLAND,” shall be composed, except on the days of festival, in the 
following manner, as a just and perfect representative of the whole Masonic 
Fraternity of England; that is to say, of 
 

The Grand MASTER. 
Past Grand Masters. 
Deputy Grand Master. 
Past Deputy Grand Masters. 
Grand Wardens. 
Provincial Grand Masters. 
Past Grand Wardens. 
Past Provincial Grand Masters. 
Grand Chaplain. 
Grand Treasurer. 
Joint Grand Secretary, or Grand Secretary, if there be only one. 
Grand Sword-Bearer. 



 

Twelve Grand Stewards, to be delegated by the Stewards’ Lodge, 
from among the Members existing at the Union; it being understood 
and agreed, that, from and after the Union, an annual appointment 
shall be made of the Stewards if necessary. 
The actual Masters and Wardens of all Warranted Lodges. 
Past Masters of Lodges, who have regularly served and passed the 
chair before the day of Union, and who have continued without 
secession, regularly contributing Members of a Warranted by Lodge. 
It being understood, that of all Masters who, from and after the day of 
the said Union, shall regularly pass the chair of their respective 
Lodges, but one at a time, to be delegated by his Lodge, shall have a 
right to sit and vote in the said Grand Lodge; so that after the decease 
of all the regular Past-Masters of any regular Lodge, who had attained 
that distinction at the time of the Union, the representation of such 
Lodge shall be by its actual Master, Wardens, and one Past-Master 
only. 
And all Grand Officers in the said respective, Grand Lodges shall 
retain and hold their rank and privileges in the United Grand Lodge, 
as Past Grand Officers, including the present Provincial Grand 
Masters, the Grand Treasurers, Grand Secretaries, and Grand 
Chaplains, in their several degrees, according to the seniority of their 
respective appointments; and, where such appointments shall have 
been contemporaneous, the seniority shall be determined by lot. In 
all other respects the above shall be the general order of precedence 
in all time to come; with this express provision, that no Provincial 
Grand Master, hereafter to be appointed, shall be entitled to a seat in 
the Grand Lodge, after he shall have retired from such situation, 
unless he shall have discharged the duties thereof for full five years. 

VIII. The Representatives of the several Lodges shall sit under their 
respective banners according to seniority. The two first Lodges under each 
Grand Lodge to draw a lot in the first place for priority; and to which of the 
two the lot No. 1 shall fall, the other to rank as No. 2; and all the other 
Lodges shall fall in alternately; that is, the Lodge which is No. 2 of the 
Fraternity whoso lot it shall be to draw No. 1, shall rank as No. 3 in the 
United Grand Lodge, and the other No. 2 shall rank as No. 4, and so on 
alternately, through all the numbers respectively. And this shall for ever 
after be the order and rank of the Lodges in the Grand Lodge, and in Grand 
Processions, for which a plan and drawing shall be prepared previous to 
the Union. On the renewal of any of the Lodges now dormant, they shall 
take rank after all the Lodges existing at the Union, notwithstanding the 
numbers in which they may now stand on the respective rolls. 



 

IX.  The United Grand Lodge being now constituted, the first proceeding, 
after solemn prayer, shall be to read and proclaim the Act of Union, as 
previously executed and sealed with the great seals of the two Grand 
Lodges; after which the same shall be solemnly accepted by the Members 
present. A day shall then be appointed for the installation of the Grand 
Master, and other Grand Officers, with due solemnity; upon which occasion, 
the Grand Master shall, in open Lodge, with his own hand, affix the new 
great seal to the said instrument, which shall be deposited in the archives 
of the United Grand Lodge, and to be the bond of union among the Masons 
of the Grand Lodge of England, and the Lodges dependent thereon, until 
time shall be no more. The said new great seal shall be made for the 
occasion, and shall be composed out of both the great seals now in use; 
after which the present two great seals shall be broken and defaced; and 
the new seal shall be alone used in all warrants, certificates, and other 
documents to be issued thereafter. 
X.  The Regalia of the Grand Officers shall be, in addition to the white 
gloves, and apron, and the respective jewels or emblems of distinction, 
garter blue and gold; and these shall alone belong to the Grand Officers 
present and past. 
XI.  Four Grand Lodges, representing the Craft, shall be held for 
quarterly communication in each year, on the first Wednesday in the 
months of March, June September, and December; on each of which 
occasions the Masters and Wardens of all the warranted Lodges shall 
deliver into the hands of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, a 
faithful list of all the contributing Members; and the warranted Lodges in 
and adjacent to Loudon shall pay towards the grand fund one shilling per 
quarter for each Member, over and above the sum of half-a-guinea for each 
new made Member, for the registry of his name; together with the sum of 
one shilling to the Grand Secretary, as his fee for the same; and that this 
contribution of one shilling for each Member shall be made quarterly, and 
each quarter, in all time to come. 
X. At the Grand Lodge to be held annually on the first Wednesday in 
September, the Grand Lodge shall elect a Grand Master for the year ensuing 
(who shall nominate and appoint bis own Deputy Grand Master, Grand 
Wardens, and Secretary) and they shall also nominate three fit and proper 
persons for each of the offices; of Treasurer, Chaplain, and Sword-Bearer; 
out of which the Grand Master shall, on the first Wednesday in the month of 
December, choose and appoint one for each of the said offices; and on the 
festival of St John the Evangelist, then next ensuing, or on such other day as 
the said Grand Master shall appoint, there shall be held a Grand Lodge for 
the solemn installation of all the said Grand Officers, according to ancient 
custom. 



 

XI. After the day of the Re-union, as aforesaid, and when it shall be 
ascertained what are the obligations, forms, regulations, working, and 
instruction, to be universally established, speedy and effectual steps shall 
be taken to obligate all the members of each Lodge in all the degrees, 
according to the form taken and recognized, by the Grand Master, Past 
Grand Masters, Grand Officers, and Representatives of Lodges on the day of 
Re-union; and for this purpose the worthy and expert Master Masons, 
appointed as aforesaid, shall visit and attend the several Lodges, within the 
Bills of Mortality, in rotation, dividing themselves into quorums of not less 
than three each, for the greater expedition: and they shall assist the Master 
and Wardens to promulgate and enjoin the pure and unsullied system, that 
perfect reconciliation, unity of obligation, law, working, language, and dress 
may be happily restored to the English Craft. 
XII. When the Master and Wardens of a warranted Lodge shall report to 
the Grand Master, to his satisfaction, that the Members of such Lodge have 
taken the proper enjoined obligation, and have conformed to the uniform 
working, clothing, &c., then the Most Worshipful Grand Master shall direct 
the new Great Seal to be affixed to their warrant, and the Lodge shall be 
adjudged to be regular, and entitled to all the privileges of the Craft; a 
certain term shall be allowed (to be fixed by the Grand Lodge) for 
establishing this uniformity: and all constitutional proceedings of any 
regular Lodge, which shall take place between the date of the Union and the 
term so appointed, shall be deemed valid, on condition that such Lodge 
shall conform to the regulations of the Union within the time appointed; 
and means shall be taken to ascertain the regularity, and establish the 
uniformity, of the Provincial Grand Lodges, Military Lodges, and Lodges 
holding of the two present Grand Lodges in distant parts; and it shall be in 
the power of the Grand Lodge to take the most effectual measures for the 
establishment of this unity of doctrine throughout the whole community of 
Masons, and to declare the Warrants to be forfeited, if the measures 
proposed shall be resisted or neglected. 
XV. The property of the said two Fraternities, whether freehold, 
leasehold, funded, real, or personal, shall remain sacredly appropriate to 
the purposes for which it was created; it shall constitute one grand fund by 
which the blessed object of masonic benevolence may be more extensively 
obtained. It shall either continue under the trusts in which, whether 
freehold, leasehold, or funded, the separate parts thereof now stand; or it 
shall be in the power of the said United Grand Lodge, at any time hereafter 
to add other names to the said trusts; or, in case of the death of any Trustee, 
to nominate and appoint others for perpetuating the security of the same; 
and in no event, and for no purpose, shall the said united property be 
diverted from its original purpose. It being understood and declared, that at 



 

any time after the Union it shall be in the power of the Grand Lodge to 
incorporate the whole of the said property and funds in one and the same 
set of Trustees, who shall give bond to hold the same in the name and on 
the behalf of the United Fraternity. And it is further agreed, that the 
Freemason’s Hall be the place in which the United Lodge shall be held, with 
such additions made thereto as the increased numbers of the Fraternity, 
thus to be united may require. 
XVI.  The fund, appropriate to the objects of Masonic benevolence, shall 
not be infringed on for any purpose, but shall be kept strictly and solely 
devoted to charity; and pains shall be taken to increase the same. 
XVII.  A revision shall he made of the rules and regulations now 
established and in force in the two Fraternities; and a Code of Laws for the 
holding of the Grand Lodge, and of private Lodges, and, generally for the 
whole conduct of the Craft shall be forthwith prepared, and a new book of 
Constitutions he composed and printed, under the superintendence of the 
Grand Officers, and with the sanction of the Grand Lodge. 
 

Done at the Palace of Kensington, this 25th day of November, in the Year of 
our Lord 1813, and of Masonry 5813. 
EDWARD, G.M. 
THOMAS HARPER, D.G.M. 
JAMES PARRY, P D.G.M. 
JAMES AGAR, P.D.G.M. 
 
In Grand Lodge, this first day of December, A.D. 1813 
Ratified and Continued, and the Seal of the Grand Lodge affixed. 
 

EDWARD, G.M.   
Great Seal.   

 

ROBERT LESLIE, G.S. 
 

AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, G.M. 
WALLER RODWELL WRIGHT, P.G.M. Ionian Isles. 
ARTHUR TEGART, P.G.W. 
JAMES DEAN, P.G.W. 
 

In Grand Lodge, this first day of December, A D. 1813. 
Ratified, and Confirmed, and the Seal of the Grand Lodge affixed. 

AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, G.M. 
Great Seal.   

WILLIAM H. WHITE, G.S. 
 



 

A meeting of the Grand Lodges, in pursuance of Article V., was held on the 
1st of December, 1813, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strand. The 
articles of Union wore laid before these Lodges, and received with masonic 
acclamation; the Articles were unanimously confirmed. “THE LODGE OF 
RECONCILIATION” was then constituted; the Royal Grand Masters, 
respectively, having nominated the following Brethren to form the same: 
 

Old lnstitutions. 
R. F. Mestayer, of the Lodge  No. 1. 
Thomas Harper, Jun.          1. 
J. H: Goldsworthy     2, 
W. Fox   4. 
J. Ronalds  16. 
William Oliver  77. 
Michael Corcoran  194. 
R. Bayley  240. 
James M’Cann      244. 

And Brother Edward Harper, Secretary thereof. 
Constitution of England. 

Rev. Samuel Hemming, D.D. of the Lodge No. 384, RWM 
WilliamMeyrick, P.M. 1      S. W. 
William Shadbolt, G. Stewards’ Lodge   J. W. 
Stephen Jones, P.M.      1. 
Laurence Thomson      54. 
Joseph Jones     66. 
Jacob Henry Sarratt      118. 
Thomas Bell      180. 
J. Joyce      453. 
And Brother William Henry White, Secretary thereof. 
Their Royal Highnesses the Grand Masters then signed the Articles of 
Union, and each affixed the Great Seal thereto in Grand Lodge; and the 
same was countersigned by the Grand Secretary of each of the two Grand 
Lodges respectively. 
 

FINIS 
 

Rogers & Harley, Printers, Elizabeth Street, Brisbane 
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THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF AN OLD CHARGE: 
THE WOODCOCK MS 

 

The Woodcock MS is one of several of the Old Charges held in the 
John Tapson, a 

volunteer at the Museum, located and supplied me with a transcription of 
the manuscript. More recently Bro Bob James, the Curator, approved my 
publication of this transcription and the accompanying images. Please be 
aware that I have not checked the transcription against the original. 

This OC is listed as ‘NYP’; Not Yet Published. This is its first 
appearance in print2. 

The following details are taken directly from the catalogue notes 
[https://catalogue.wmlmt.org.uk/share/Files/2006/2006-49.pdf]. It 
would appear that the source of these notes was the piece mentioned at the 
end: a longer ‘Note’ by Bro F J Underwood on page 308 of AQC LVI [1943]. 
 

“THE WOODCOCK MANUSCRIPT” 
Presented by W.Bro. G.P. Woodcock thro' PAGE LODGE, to the Worcestershire 
Provincial Library and Museum, 15.02.46. 
The Manuscript is in book form and measures 6 " by 4"., it is written the long 
way of of the page. 
 

Pagination:- I, blank; 2-28. The Charges; 29. A Song; 30-36 
To page 31 is pinned a paragraph omitted from page 9 (and refers 
to Euclid's commission). This was originally pinned to page 9. 

Watermarks: Britannia helmeted, holding a trident, motto “Pro Patria”. 
A lion and a low palisading. (A Dutch mark put on paper specially made 
for the English market during the reigns of Wi1liam, Anne and the early 
Georges. 
The watermark together with the engraving on the cover are adaptions of 
the Dutch water-mark which shewed the Maid of Holland surrounded by 
her fortified frontiers maintaining liberty by force of arms.) 

Cover: stiff grey blue paper having on the inside half a steel engraving, 
shewing a woman seated wearing a hat and holding a rod in her right 
hand, around her a frame, elaborately ornamented with leaves and 
flowers. 
Outside the frame, at the top, is the half of a Crown and a large letter R; at 
the bottom of the frame, on a name plate the letters NE. within the frame 
and near the head of the seated figure the letter A. The engraving has 
been cut nearly through the centre, and the right hand portion is part 
printed. There is a portion of the palisading shewn very alike to that in the 
paper water-marking. 

Probable dating:- 1702---1714. 
General: - Two indecepherable signatures in ink on the outside of the cover. 

On page 1 a die impression of a swan and the initials D.P.K. 
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The handwriting is in exceptionally clear script and written almost 
to the edge of the book, and though there is a double red line 
ruled round each folio a bare 1/32 in. form the edge the writing 
frequently encroaches on it. 

Classification:- Thorp Branch of the Sloane Familey, probably a close 
relative to the Strachan MS. 
Acquired by W.Bro. G.P. Woodcock, PAGDC., from his brother-in-Law, 
a merchant captain, to whom it was given in China. 

 

See: A.Q.C., Vol. LVI, 1943, for fuller discription by Wor. Bro. 
A.J. Underwood. 

 

 



 
 

 

THE MIGHT OF THE Father of Heaven with the wisdom of his Glorious Son 
through the goodness of the Holey Ghost. Three Persons in one Godhead be 
with us at our Beginning and give us so as to govern our Living that we 
maty come to his Bliss that never shall have ending – AMEN. 
 

Now Good Brethren and Fellows our Purpose is to tell you how and in what 



manner this Craft of Masonry was begun and afterwards how it was 
founded by worthy Emperors Princes and many other Worshipfull men. 
And also to them that __________ have been ____. Here we will declare them 
_______ 
 

The charges that belongs to every true Mason to keep for in good faith if ye 
do good take head there to it. Its well worthy to be keept for a Worthy craft 
and curious Science. For their be seven Liberal Sciences of which it is one 
They be these following 
The first is GRAMMAR which teacheth a man to speak truly and write truly. 
The second is RHETORICK that teacheth a man to speak fine, and in subtil 
terms. The Third is LOGIC that teacheth a man to discern truth from 
falshood. The Fourth is ARITHMETICK that teacheth to number and reckon 
all manner of numbers. The fifth is GEOMETRY it teacheth to met and 
measure the Earth and other things of which Science is Masonry. The Sixth 
is Musick that teacheth the craft of Song, Organs and Harp _____________ 
The seventh is ASTRONOMY that teacheth to know the course of the sun 
and Moon and other Ornaments of the Heavens. The seven Liberal Science 
the which be all one Science, That is to say, Geometry. Thus may a man 
prove that all Sciences of the World be found’d out by Geometry for it 
teacheth you to know the met and Measure of Ponderation and weights of 
all kinds of the Earth and there is no man that Worketh by an craft but that 
he worketh by some Measure. Nor no Man thus buys and sells but by 
measure or weight. and all this is by Geometry And Crafts men and 
Merchants find no other of the seven Sciences And especially Ploughmen 
and tillers of the Ground and all manner of Grain. Both Corn and Wines, 
seeds, Plants, and sets of other fruits. For Grammar, nor Astronomy, nor 
any of all these can find to a man met and measure with but Geometry. 
Wherefore I think that a worthy science that findeth out all others, And 
how that worthy Science first began I shall tell you __________ 
BEFORE NOAH’S FLOOD there was a man call’d LAMECH as its written in the 4th 
CHAP: of GEN: and this Lamech, had two Wives. The name of the one was 
ADAH. And the other ZILLAH By the first wife Adah. He begat two sons the 
one was calld JABAL and the other JUBAL And by the other he had a son 
and a Daughter. And these four children found the beginnings of all crafts in 
the World. This Jabal, was the elder son, and he found the first Craft of 
Geometry. He parted Flocks of Sheep and Lambs in the Field. And first 
wrought House of Wood and stone as is noted in the Chap: abovesaid, and 
his Brother Jubal found Musick, of song, Organs and Harp, And _________ the 
third Brother found out Smith’s craft to work in Gold, Silver, Brass, Iron, 
and Steel. And the Sister NAAMAH found out the Art of Weaving, These 
Children did know God woud take vengeance for Sin either by fire or 



Water, Wherefoe they writ the Science which they found out in two Pollars 
of Stone that they might be found out after the Flood, The one Stone as 
call’d Marble that cant burn with fire, The other was call’d Laturne, that 
cant drown in the water. Our intent is to tell you truly and in what manner 
these stones were found that the crafts men writ in Greek _______ 
[HERMERIUS. that was Son to CHUS and Chus son to Sem which was son to 
NOAH. This same Hermerius was afterwards called Hermes the Father of 
Wisdom and found out the two pillars of Stone the Science writ thereon. 
And taught therefore and at the making of the Tower of BABYLON there 
was the craft Masonry First found. and made much of, And the King of 
Babylon that was calld HEMBROTH was a Mason, and loved the craft as its 
reported by the Masters of the Stories, And when the City Ninevah and 
other City’s of the East ASIA shoud be made Hembroth, King of Babylon 
sent thither sixty Masons, at the desire of the King of Ninevah his cousin 
had when they went forth. He gave them a charge on this manner that they 
should serve the Lord for his Payment so that he might have worship for 
sending them to Him, Another charge he gave them and this was the first 
time that a Mason had any charge of his craft. MOREOVER when Abraham 
and sarah his wife went into Egypt, there he taught the Seven Liberal 
Sciences to the Egyptians and He had a worthy Scholar calld EUCLID and 
learned right well and was Master of all the seven Liberal Sciences to the 
Egyptians, And in His Days it so fell out that the Lords and Estates of that 
Realm had so many sons that they begot of their wives and some by other 
ladies of that Realm for that Land was a whole Land, And a replenisht 
generation, and they had not Living competent for their Children 
Wherefore they made great sorrow, and the King of that Land Assembld a 
great Councel at a PARLIAMENT to know how he might find out to maintain 
their Children and they could find no good way And he caus’d a crye to be 
made through the Realm if there was a man who coud inform him that he 
shoud come come unto him and he shou’d be well rewarded for his travel, 
And shoud himself well please, Now after this Crye was made came this 
worthy Clerk EUCLID: and said to the King and all his great Lords if you will 
I will take your children to teach, and govern honestly as Gentlemen shoud 
be taught under condition that you will grant me a Commission and the 
worthy Doctor took to him the Lords Sons and taught them the Science of 
Geometry in practice to work in Stone. And all Manner of worthy works 
that belongs not building of Castles and all manner of Courts Temples, 
Churches, with all other Buildings, and He gave them the manner First that 
they shoud be true to King and Lord they served. And that they shoud Love 
well together  
And be true one to another and that they shou’d call one another Fellow 
and not serv’t or Knave nor any other foul name And that they shoud truly 



sereve for they payment to their Lord which they serve And that they 
shoud ordain the wisest of them to be Masters of the Lords work. Not for 
love, great Livings or Riches to set any other that hath little cunning to be 
Master of the Lords work Whereby the Lord shoud be illserved and they 
sahamed[sic]. And that they shoud call the Governor of the work while they 
wrought with him Master of the work. And many other charges which were 
two [sic] long to tell. And to all the charges He made them swear the great 
Oath. Then men used and ordaind to men reasonable payments that they 
might Live by it honestly and also that they might come and assemble 
themselves together that they might keep counsell in their crafts. How they 
might work their best to please their Lord for his profitt and the worship of 
him: And thus was the craft of Geometry founded then, and they shoud 
correct themselves if they had trespassed. And that worthy Master gave it 
the name GEOMETRY and it is called MASONRY in this Land since Long 
after the Children of Israel were come into the land of the East It is calld the 
Countrey of JERUSALEM. 
KING DAVID, began the Temple of Jerusalem which is with them calld 
TEMPLUM DOMINI and this same King David loved Masons well and 
cherished them, and gave them good payment and He gave them the charge 
and manners as he had them out of EGYPT given by Euclid other charges 
that ye shall afterwards, And after the death of King David SOLOMON that 
was son to King David performed out the Temple which His Father had 
begun and after Masons of divers Lands were gathered together so that he 
had four score thousand workmen of Stone and they were named Masons, 
and He had three thousand of them that were ordained Masters and 
governors of the work. And there was a King of another REGION whom 
Men call’d HIRAM and he loved well King Solomon and gave him timber for 
his work. And He had a son that was named AMON and a Master of 
GEOMETRY and he was chief Master of all his Masons And Master all his 
graven and carved work and of all other manner of Masonry that belong’d 
to the TEMPLE And all this is in the BIBLE This same Solomon confirmd 
both charge and manners that his Father had given to masons. And thus 
was that worthy craft Masonry confirmd in the country of JERUSALEM and 
many other Kingdoms Glorious Craftsmen walking about into divers 
Kingdoms. Some because of Learning more craft and some to teach their 
craft And so it befell that there was a curious Mason nam’d NANTUS 
GRAECUS that had been at the making of Solomons Temple and came into 
France He taught the Craft of Masonry to the men of FRANCE. so there was 
one of the ROYAL LINE of FRANCE. CHARLES MARTILL and he was a man 
which loved well the craft and drew to him this Nantus Graecus abovesaid 
and learned of him the craft – and took upon him the charges. And 
afterwards by the Grace of GOD was elected King of France. And when he 



was in his stall He took to him many Masons. There that were none set 
them att work, and gave them both charges and Manners and good pay 
which he had learned of other Masons and confirmd a chart from year to 
year to hold their annual Assembly and cherish’d e’m much Thus came it 
into France ENGLAND all this while stood void of any charge of Masonry till 
the time of St ALBIN and in his time the King of England that was a PAGAN 
and he wall’d a Town that was calld ST ALBINS and so St Albin was a 
worthy Knt chief steward to the King and had the Goverment of the Realm 
and also of making the Town wall and he loved Masons wall [sic] and 
cherished them and made their pay right good standing as the Realm 
required, For he gave them every week four shillings & sixpence 
Before that time through all the land a Mason had but a penny a Day and 
meat, till the time that St Albin amended it and gave them a Chart of the 
King and Council and gave it to the Assembly. And thereat he was himself 
and made Masons. and gave them charge as ye shall hear afterwards. 
Right soon after the death of St Albin there came a great war into ENGLAND 
through divers nations. So that the good Rule of Masonry was destroyed, 
until the time of KING ATHELSTONE that was a worthy King of England and 
he brought the Land into good rest and Peace and builded many good 
Works of ABBEYS Castles and many other Buildings and He loved Mason 
well and he had a son named EDWING and he loved Masons much more 
This his Father dyed for he was full of Practice of Geometry Therefore He 
drew to him common Masons and to the craft he was a mason himself and 
he got of his Father a Chart and a Commission to hold every year and 
Assembly wherever he woud within the realm and correct within 
themselves trespasses that were done within the craft, and held and 
Assembly at YORK and there he made Masons and give them charges and 
taught them the manner of Masonry and commanded that this Rule should 
be holded hereafter and then he took the Chart and Commission to keep 
and made Ordinancies, and it shoud be observed from King to King, When 
this Assembly shoud be gathered together that all Masons both old and 
young that had any knowledge or understanding of the charges that were 
made within this Land or any other Land, That they shoud show them forth 
– And there were some found in French, some in Greek, some in English, 
and some in other languages, and the intent was found and commanded 
that it shoud be read and told when any MASON shoud be made, and to give 
his charge from that Day untill this time, Masons have been keept in order 
as well Men govern it. 
AND FURTHERMORE as diver assemblies have added certain charges more 
and more by the best advice of Masters and FELLOWS there shall beeone of 
the Ancientest of them hold a Book that he or they may lay his or their 
Hand or Hands upon the Book and these precepts fowlling ought to be read 



to every Man that is a Mason, and take good head and mark well his charge 
if you find yourselves guilty of any of these you may amend you a gain and 
especially ye that are to be charged, for it’s a great Peril for a Man to swear 
and that on a book. 
THE FIRST CHARGE is that you shall be a true Man to God and to the Holy 
Church and that you use no heresie not erro to your understanding, or by 
the teaching of in discreet Men, also you shall be true men to the King 
without Treason of falsehood and that ye shall know no Treason, but you 
mind it – If you may or else warrant it the King or the Council thereof. 
Also that you shall be true Men one to another That is to say be every 
Master or fellow of the Craft of Masonry That be Masons allowed, And ye do 
to them as ye woud they shoud do unto you. Also that every Mason keep 
true counsel of Lodge and Chamber and all other counsels that ought to be 
keept by way of Masonry. Also that no Man be Thief in company or 
otherwise as far forth as he may know: Also ye shall be true to the Lord and 
Master you serve and truly to see his Profit and advantage, Also that you 
shall call Masons your fellows and Brethren, and by no other foul name 
Also ye shall not take your Fellows wife to villany, nor desire ungodly his 
Daughter or his Servt to his or your villany 
Also you shall pay truly for your Table and your meat and Drink whare you 
shall go to board And that you do no villany in that House whereby the 
CRAFT shou’d be slandered 
These be the Charges in General which every Mason shoud hold both 
Masters and Fellows 
REHEARSE I WILL other charges singular for Masters and fellows, That no 
Master shall take upon him say Lords work or other work, but that He 
know himself cunning to perform the same, so shall ye work, or craft have 
no dishonour But that the lord may be well and truly served. Also that 
Masters take no work, but at a reasonable rate and that He take it so 
reasonably that the Lord may be well and truly served with his own goods, 
and the Master to live Honestly, and pay his fellows truly the pay as the 
manner of the craft doth require, Also that no Master or fellow supplant 
others of their work [Viz.] if he have work or stand Master of the Lords 
work ye shall put him out, If he be able of cunning to end the work. Also 
that no Master of fellow take to apprentice to be allow’d his Apprentice, but 
for seven years: And that an apprentice be able of his Birth and line as he 
ought to be, Also that no Master of fellow take allowance to be made Master 
without the assent or consent of his fellows and at the least five or six, And 
He that is to be made or shall be made Mason over all, [viz.] if He be free 
Born and of good kindred no Bond man and that He have his right Limbs as 
a man ought to have, Also that no Master put any Lords work to task that 
want to go a journey: Also that every Mason, shall give no pay to his fellow 



or fellows but as he or they may deserve so shall he not be deceived by 
false Workmen 
Also that no fellow shall slander. one another falsely behind his back to 
make him losse his good Name or his Worldly Goods 
Also that the fellows within the LODGE or without shall not do or 
misanswer one another. Neither ungodly nor unreverently without Just 
cause, Also that no Mason play at Hazard, or any other unlawful game 
whereby they may be slandered. Also that no Mason be a RIBBALD in 
Litchery, to make the craft . . to be slanderd, and that no fellow go in the 
night time where there is a LODGE of fellows without a fellow be with Him. 
to bear him Witness that he was in a needful place and honest also: Also 
that every Mason and fellow come to the Assembly if it be within fifty miles 
about Him – if he have any knowledge or reasonable understanding or 
warning thereof. Also He that hath trespassed against the craft. there he 
shall abide and stand the word of the Master and fellows and to make him 
accord if they may not accord Then to go the common law also: Also that no 
Mason make MOLD or SQUARE or Rule for any rough layer. Also that no 
Mason set any Roughlayer within the Lodge or without, to hew Mold Stones 
with any Mold of his own Making. Also that every mason shall receive and 
Cherish strange Fellows when they come the Countrey over and set them to 
work as the manner is [Viz.] if they Mold Stones in any Place He shall be 
sett at least a fortnight at Work and give Him his hire. If there be Stones; 
And if there be no Stones for Him in that Place to work on, You shall refresh 
Him with Moneys, to bring him to the next LODGE and also you and every 
Mason shall serve truly and the Workers truly and end the working, be it 
task or journey if you may have your Pay as you ought to have: These 
Charges that we have reckoned and all other belonging to MASONRY you 
shall keep 

So help you God ---- and ---- 
Holy Doome, and by this 

Book to your 
Power 

 

 
 

The paragraph omitted from Page 9, and now written on a loose slip and 
pinned to page 30. 

That I may have Power to rule them honestly as the science ought to 
be ruled. So the King with the Council granted him anon and Seald 
him the Commission 

 

 
 
 
 
 



A SONG 
 

To our Lodge we invite 
Lords Gentlemen and Knights 
None of any low Degree are admitted 
We think it no Disgrace 
To go to such a place 
Where Kings and Volunteers may be lifted 
 

And there you may be made 
Free of the best Trade 
Of any one in the whole Nation 
If your guineas you will spend 
We’ll count you as a Friend 
And hereafter be called a free Mason 
 

Our Antiquity of Old 
As in history have been told 
Ever since the building of Babel 
We admit none to be 
But Gentlemen mad free 
We except of no treat of the Rable 
 

Then let us merry be 
Since there is none but we 
And every man content with his Station 
Let no man be repent 
For the Money that his spent 
Since now he is made a free Mason 
 

When first we were made free 
We did Joyfully agree 
To such a severe Constitution 
Our secrets we disclose 
To none but such as those 
Who are of an Intire Resolution 
 

We dare not for our lives 
Disclose to our wives 
Or any of our highest Relations 
Our Secretts must be known 
To none but us alone 
            is of a safe free MASON 
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