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The beginnings of the degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite - or, as it is 
termed in England, the Ancient and Accepted Rite - and the development of these 
degrees into a rite are, like most masonic degrees and orders, shrouded in mystery, 
although it is almost certain that the rite itself originated in France and it is 
reasonably easy to trace its development, from the Rite of Perfection and its spread, 
whether legitimate or not, throughout most countries of the world is well 
documented. 
 
The rite consists of thirty three degrees but in countries, or jurisdictions, where a 
craft Grand Lodge exists the three degrees of craft masonry are taken as acceptable 
equivalents to the first three degrees of the rite. They are not identical but the 
similarities are sufficient to allow the rite to be satisfied and unnecessary friction 
with the craft is thus avoided. 
 
In England and Scotland the first of the degrees to be worked is the 18th, commonly 
known as the Rose Croix degree, although under the English constitution a portion 
of the 17th degree is communicated to the candidate as a prelude to the 18th degree 
ceremony. Under the Scottish constitution a brief explanation of the preceding 
degrees is given in a long lecture before the ceremony of perfection begins. No other 
degree is worked until the 30th - and only under the Scottish constitution in Victoria 
- while the three remaining degrees are conferred according to merit - in a sense 
they are equivalent to Grand rank and Past Grand rank in the craft - with a fixed 
number of members permitted in each degree. In America all of the degrees are 
worked in full. (These arrangements have changed.) 
 
The rite in each jurisdiction is governed by a Supreme Council, members of which 
have attained the 33rd degree, and only one Supreme Council is permitted in each 
country with the single exception of the United States of America where a Northern 
and a Southern jurisdiction exist. 
 



The degree of a Rose Croix mason, at least in the English and Scottish constitutions, 
is Christian and the qualification for membership is Master Mason. 
 
The Supreme Council for England and Wales was formed in 1845 but the (Rose 
Croix) degree had been worked in various places throughout England before this, 
the most common being in Knight Templar encampments. Gradually such working 
died out. 
 
The Rite in Victoria 
The Ancient and Accepted Rite made its first appearance in Victoria on 2 April 1858 
although the warrant for the first chapter, Metropolitan No. 11 - this is the only use 
of the name in Victoria for a Masonic body which is not associated with the Craft 
seceders - was not issued until 12 April the following year. 
 
The circumstances of its beginning are described by Very Illustrious Brother Victor 
Sydney Hollow 33° the then Inspector-General for Victoria, in the booklet issued by 
the Chapter in May 1958 as part of the centenary celebrations. 
 
The Petitioners were three, Illus. Bros. Bradshaw and Gibb, each 30°, and Bro. 
Moody 18°. The Petition was presented the same day to Illus. Bro. Dr. Benjamin Kent 
31°, Provincial Grand Commander and Representative in Australia of the Supreme 
Grand Council, who granted it and at once proceeded to open a Chapter. He installed 
Bro. Moody as Most Wise Sovereign. 
 
There is, however, most likely a little more to the story than this simple statement 
implies. It must be remembered that Kent knew Moody, had previously referred to 
him in letters home to London with the inference that he was an experienced and a 
capable mason and that Kent had just arrived in Melbourne bearing a Knight 
Templar warrant which was most likely on its way to Adelaide until the Victorians 
persuaded him to leave it behind in Melbourne. 
 
We must accept the possibility that such a suggestion came from Kent himself or by 
mutual consent, rather than from the three Victorians, particularly as the Chapter 
required a candidate to be a Knight Templar before he could undergo the ceremony 
of perfection. Presumably this proviso was agreed to, or inserted by, Kent who was 
also the Provincial Grand Commander in that order and it could well have reflected 
what was common English practice in some sections of that country. 
 
It is thus quite possible that Kent was persuaded to leave the Knight Templar 
warrant in Melbourne by the discovery that he could also found a Rose Croix 
Chapter. It is likely that he had similar authority in that order, in regard to an 
already granted warrant which could be transferred to any desired location, as he 
possessed in Knight Templary. 
 
Strange and unpalatable it might be, but it does appear that the Ancient and 
Accepted Rite founded its first representative body in Australia by mere chance and 



almost as an afterthought. (In some support of the above theory it can be mentioned 
that South Australia did not gain its first Chapter until 1889 although the Knight 
Templar body there was formed by 1860.) 
 
On the first night five brethren presented themselves for perfection - Lowry, James, 
Gell, Adams and Doss - and three of these were destined to receive very high 
honours in Victorian Masonry. Kent, after installing the Most Wise Sovereign and 
obligating the candidates, rushed away to catch his ship which was leaving for 
England delegating the rest of the ceremony to Moody. (This is recorded in the 
historical pamphlet mentioned but it is more than possible that the ship was 
actually taking Kent to Adelaide where the local Knight Templars were not 
impressed by his actions in regard to the warrant he had in his possession.) 
 
The Chapter did not meet again for nearly two years, and it is just possible that they 
were patiently waiting for the warrant to arrive from England to replace the 
provisional warrant which Kent reportedly left. There is no number on this warrant 
and there is no record of a number being used by the Chapter until 1891. For a 
number of years the address for correspondence was given as care of the 
Combermere Lodge. 
 
The order did not grow with any great leaps and bounds, and the Knight Templar 
requirement may have provided an unnecessary and unproductive restriction. 
Taaffe undoubtedly thought that it was but his motion in 1864 to have the 
requirement removed was withdrawn after he was informed that it would be 
soundly defeated and all he could succeed in doing would be to disturb the harmony 
of the Chapter. Around the same time Taaffe must go down in history as one of 
Masonry’s greatest optimists. He was reporting that moves were under way in 
Victoria to obtain a warrant for the working of the 30° but the application, even if it 
was sent, would have been doomed to failure as, under the English constitution the 
presence of three members of the 33rd degree is required for the 30th degree to be 
worked. 
 
The Chapter worked along quietly for many years without ever attaining any 
particularly great strength in numbers and it more or less drifted into the twentieth 
century although a number of the prominent members of the Craft did join from 
time to time. It was 1929 before the Metropolitan Chapter had a partner, under the 
English constitution, and 1944 before a second city Chapter was formed. 
 
Government 
Outside London itself the rite is governed by Inspectors-General and, in general, the 
elevation of a brother to the 33rd degree and his appointment to such an office 
coincide. As there is a fixed number of members of the 33rd degree an Inspector-
General who retires from his office is usually classified as an honorary member of 
that degree as against his earlier position as an active member. 
 



The first appointment of an Inspector-General for an area that included Victoria was 
made in 1929, the area being Australia (Southern District) - it involved Victoria, 
South Australia, New South Wales and Tasmania - and the recipient of the honour 
was the Reverend Albert Thomas Holden. He had already received many 
distinctions in Masonry, was to receive still more and was the logical choice in the 
sense that he was well known in London. Holden had occupied the position of Most 
Wise Sovereign in 1912 and had had the curious distinction of being installed into 
that office in London. In 1929 Brigadier General Loyd, the Inspector-General for 
East Anglia, came out to perform the ceremony. 
 
Holden was succeeded in 1935 by George Emery, in 1937 by Sir Ernest Clark - a Past 
Grand Master of Tasmania - and in 1939 by Louis H.M. Avery. 
 
From late in the 1930s the rite began to grow at quite a rapid rate throughout 
Australia and this is illustrated by the gradual decrease in the area which was under 
the control of the Inspector General. In 1953 Robert Peter Dick, who had replaced 
Avery in 1946, became the first Inspector-General for the District of Victoria. 
Following him have been Victor Sydney Hollow, Thomas Leslie Stafford and Keith 
Albert McLaughlin. At the beginning of 1972 the District was again divided into 
Metropolitan and Country and the two incumbents are Robert Money and Fred 
Russell Williams. 
 
Over the years it has ‘been a characteristic of Australian masons, or to be precise, 
Masons of the various Australian states, to aspire to self-government. Within this 
rite there was not only the major problem of the size of Australia - and the necessity 
of having only one Supreme Grand Council in any country - but also the 
complication of having to join the two separate - English and Scottish -constitutions 
together. 
 
A Slight Problem [original heading ‘SA’ replaced by Editor] 
Unfortunately the matter was brought somewhat to a head prematurely by New 
South Wales members of the Order of the Red Cross of Constantine under the 
Scottish Constitution - they were also members of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Rite - who took it upon themselves to form an irregular and never to be recognised 
Grand Conclave of that Order. Next year force of circumstances combined with their 
natural inclination to see the formation of an equally irregular and equally never to 
be recognised Supreme Grand Council of Australia, and each of these bodies 
included among their numbers a small group of brethren who had owed their 
allegiance to the Supreme Grand Council for England and ‘Wales. 
 
The not surprising disturbance caused by these events brought the English Grand 
Commander – he was fortuitously the head of the Constantine Order as well - out to 
Australia to clarify the position, and to consolidate the English bodies, although the 
move had had a very minimal effect on the English chapters. 
 



A Supreme Grand Council committee, consisting of six representatives from each of 
the states, was formed with the initial purpose of securing better co-ordination and 
better development of the rite throughout Australia. As a result of the 
recommendations of this committee an Australian Branch Council, with certain 
limited powers in respect to the Australian chapters, was set up. Canberra was 
chosen for the headquarters and the inaugural ceremonies were held on 8 
November 1969. The members of this Council are entitled to use the prefix ‘most 
illustrious’ which, until then, had been the exclusive prerogative of the members of 
the Supreme Grand Council. 
 
Scottish Constitution 
The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, under the Scottish Constitution, was 
brought to Victoria by the efforts of a number of prominent Bendigo Masons in 
1917. At this time there was still but one Chapter at work in the state, the original 
Metropolitan Chapter under the English constitution, but there are no records to 
explain why the Bendigo brethren chose the Scottish constitution. We can, of course, 
theorise along the lines of the city body being quite exclusive and wishing to remain 
that way much as the relatively new Council of Royal and Select Masters was doing. 
It would have been quite a simple matter to unofficially require qualifications which 
would restrict the rite to a select band of experienced freemasons. The Bendigo 
brethren who formed the committee which set up the Sovereign Chapter were by no 
means extremely pro-Scottish or anti-English as a few years earlier many of them 
had been involved in opening a Conclave of the Red Cross of Constantine in Bendigo 
under the English constitution. 
 
They enlisted the aid of Richard Andronicus Slocombe, who had been perfected in a 
Scottish Sovereign Chapter in Sydney, and he agreed to present their petition to 
very illustrious brother R.A. Withers, the Sovereign Grand Inspector-General for the 
Province of New South Wales. The Sovereign Chapter was consecrated on 2 
February 1918 and one of its first acts was to travel to Melbourne on 19 October the 
same year to consecrate the Victorian Sovereign Chapter. 
 
All stayed quiet in this constitution for a number of years. The province of Victoria, 
with Thomas MacKenzie Kirkwood as Sovereign Grand Inspector-General, was 
formed in 1923 but his seven year rule surprisingly brought no new chapters to life. 
He was succeeded by William Arthur Wright who ruled until 1954, forming four 
new chapters, and Arthur John Dean who saw six chapters consecrated. He was 
followed in 1970 by Dr. William Raymond Dudley Griffiths and in 1975 by Eric 
Anthony Kellam. 
 
The Thirtieth Degree 
Under both of these constitutions the next degree of the rite to be worked is the 
30th. As already mentioned, the need for the presence of three members of the 33rd 
degree has prevented the 30th degree from being worked as a matter of course 
under the English constitution in this state and most holders have had the degree 
conferred, often after completing their year of office as Most Wise Sovereign in an 



18th degree Chapter. The Scottish constitution has no such requirement and two 
Consistories of the 30th degree have been opened, one in Melbourne and one in 
Bendigo. The actual qualification for membership is five years a member of the 18th 
degree but, in practice, the waiting period is much longer. 
 
An Australasian Rite 
Brief mention must be made of the Australasian Supreme Grand Council which was 
opened in the late 1880S by Joseph D’Amer Drew and friends from the Grand Lodge 
of Victoria. This was during the period of time when these brethren were embracing 
every possible degree that they could. It is a little difficult to discover whether or 
not any of the degrees were actually worked or whether any real authority had been 
obtained for the introduction of the rite. It appears to have been tied up very closely 
with the working of the reduced rite of Memphis and Mizraim for which the 
authority had been obtained from Egypt by Dr. Thomas Sanderson Bulmer. It may 
even be that the degrees referred to were those of John Yarkers’ Ancient and 
Primitive Rite, particularly as it is recorded that such authority was readily obtained 
from Yarker on the payment of the necessary monies for the warrant. 
 
Drew and a few others were, or had been, members of the Metropolitan Chapter and 
it may well be that the correct 18th degree was worked. Bulmer, incidentally, was a 
member of the 18th degree, but no higher, and was a member of a chapter in New 
Zealand. Presumably, if the correct 18th degree was worked, the others were 
merely conferred. The body staggered in life about long enough for Drew - who 
naturally occupied the office of Supreme Grand Commander - to confer the 33rd on 
practically all of the members and died unlamented soon after the advent of the 
United Grand Lodge and the collapse of the land boom. Besides, the initial 
enthusiasm of most of these degree collectors soon evaporated. 
 
The Present 
Today the rite is strong under both constitutions with the English having 18 
chapters and the Scottish 17. The Australian Branch Council may prove to be the 
forerunner of an Australian Supreme Grand Council, but there are a number of 
problems to be overcome before this can eventuate. Not the least will be the 
differences in the ritual which, while not great, are numerous. Only complete 
unanimity would permit such a project and it does appear to be a long way in the 
future. The New South Wales brethren did not help. 
(The Supreme Council has since been formed, with many of the Scottish chapters 
(all in Victoria) remaining with Edinburgh.) 


