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CHAFTER XX

THE ADMINISTRATION OF MOST WOE. BRO. DR
CHARLES U. CARRUTHERS

18 AUGUST 1913—24 JUKE 1514

Tue period of Most Wor. Bro. Dr Charles U. Car-
ruthers’s eccupancy of the Grand Master’s Chair was brief,
but not without interest. A Special Communication was
held on 18 August 1913, at which the Grand Master-elect
was installed by the Past Deputy Grand Master, Rt Wor.
Bro. Dr Sly, the throne upon the occasion being occupied
by a Past Grand Master, Most Wor. Bro. W. H. Simpson.

Most Wor. Bro. Carruthers was a descendant of the
Marquis of Sligo and was born in 1853 in Dublin, After
graduation in the Dublin Royal College of Surgeons, he
served under Lord Roberts in the Afghan War and won the
Khandahar medal. He came from India to Australia, and
pursued his profession at Newcastle and Balmain. He was
a foundation member of the Balmain and District Hospital
meclical staff and also of the 5t John Ambulance.

Most Wor, Bro. Carruthers was imitiated on 11 May
1877 in Lodge St John, XXV, Trish Constitution, in which
he was raised to Master Mason’s and Mark degrees. ' He
joined St George Lodge No. 1845 (E.C) at Neweastle,
New South Wales, and in the fallowing vear affiliated with
Lodge Balmain No. 868 (E.C.). In the Jatter Lodge he
occupied various offices—Junior Deacon (1883 ), Treasurer
(1884) and on three other occasions, Junior Warden
(1885), Senior Warden (1887) and Worshipful Master
{1888). Thus he became the first Master of Lodge Bal-
main No. 23 under the jurisdiction of the United Grand
Lodge of New South Wales. He was also at one time
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HISTORY OF UNITED GRAND LODGE, N.5.W.

Director of Ceremonies and later Chaplain of the Lodge.
In 1890 Dr Carruthers was elected Junior Grand Deacon
of Grand Lodge and a member of the Board of General
Purposes on which he served for ten years. He steadily
rose to higher office, being Senior Grand Deacon in 1891
and Senior Grand Warden in 1892, He was one of the
committee appointed to revise the Book of Constitutions.
In 1903 he was a member of the Investment Commurttee
and two years later was appointed Representative for the
Grand Lodge of Ireland. His services on behalf of Mas-
onry recelved their reward when on 12 January 1911 he
was chosen by Most Wor, Bro. Lord Chelmsford, Grand
Master, to be the Deputy Grand Master for the remainder
of the Masonic vear and was re-appointed to that exalted
position 1 1912,

Lodge Athenacum No. 195 and Lodge Defence No. 606
can both claim Most Wor, Bro. Carruthers as a foundation
member,

The Installing Master, who reminded Grand Lodge
that they had reached the twenty-fifth year of their estab-
lishment, considered that some ceremomnial celebration seemed
advisable to mark the Silver Jubilee of the happiest Union
in any of the Australian States.

The newly-installed Grand Master referred to the un-
fortunate outbreak of smallpox which was then afflicting
Sydney, and which the governmental authorities were re-
solutely combating. The situation was such as to pre-
vent the celebration of the Silver Jubilee; and inwitations
to a commemorative gathering that had been issued had
perforce to be cancelled. The celebration when held on 24
June 1914 was therefore somewhat belated.

The Grand Master then mentioned that within the
twenty-five vears of the existence of the United Grand
Lodge the membership had nearly doubled itself and that
it would soon reach 20,000, His statement would have
been correct had he omitted the word “nearly,” inasmuch
as the actual membership in 1888 fell far short of the 10,900
claimed at the time.
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ADMINISTRATION OF DR CARRUTHERS

After having made some reference to all the past oc-
cupants of the distinguished office now held by him, Most
Wor, Bro. Carruthers delivered a discourse of unusual char-
acter on Masonry modified by evolution. His address
covered a vast field in point of time. Commenong with
primordial mankind he traced the mystenies through to
Ancient Egvpt, Abyssinia, Greece and Rome and even to
the Australian aborigines; and to more advanced cviliza-
tions as in Rome and elsewhere until his audience found
itself introduced to the Assembly of Masons in York in
the year 926 A.D. Most Wor. Bro. Carruthers added:

The pricstly order [in Egypt] taught a religion and a doctrine
of future existence and rewards with praver and offerings to the
gods, and the priests and philosophers taking the sun as the centre
of life, established a solar mythelogy, which exists in some places
to the present dayv. and prepared a msal which was largely sym-
bolie, erypune and mythical, and many of our signs, svmbols,
tokens and words, and other indices can be traced to Egyptian
origin and to the mysteries of Isis or Memphis,

Dr Carruthers also referred to the College of Arti-
ficers of Guilds, who used symbolic teaching, divided their
members mnte three divisions, and were ruled by a Master
or Wardens. The Guld of Masons spread from Rome, he
said, and studded Europe wath magnificent buildings of the
most beautiful, accurate and solid construction, carrying their
secret mysteries and signs with them.  Dr Carruthers also
referred to the fresh start made in 1717, when the Grand
Lodge of England was formed and which has become the
foundation and pattern of all other Grand Lodges through-
out the world.

At this meeting Rt Wor. Bro. Edward Hungerford was
appointed Deputy Grand Master and Rt Wor, Bro. Wil-
liam Thompson was clected Senior Grand Warden.

Though the Silver Jubilee of United Masonry in New
South Wales could not be suitably celebrated, as has been
said, at the appropriate moment, the spirit of Masonry
was excellently represented in the proposal brought forward
by Rt Wor. Bro. J. Goulston (then Past Grand Warden)
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HISTORY OF UNITED GRAND LODGE, N.5.W.

at the meeting on 10 September 1913. His motion read:
“That to suitably commemorate the Silver Jubilee of the
United Grand Lodge of New South Wales, and to give
material assistance to the aged and distressed Freemasons
and their wives or widows, this Grand Lodge donates the
sum of £500 to the Freemasons” Benevolent Institution of
New South Wales,” This was seconded by Most Wor. Bro.
Simpson, but an amendment by Kt Wor. Bros. W. Thompson
and Auvbrey Halloran that the matter be referred to the
Board of General Purposes was carried.  This Board gave
the matter consideration, and in its wisdom decided to
recommend that the amount of this Jubilee Gift to the
I*.B.1. should be £250. The recommendation was adopted
by Grand Lodge on 9 June, 1914,

An interesting movement during Most Wor. Bro. Car-
ruthers’s administration was the establishment of 2 Lodge of
Research. The Grand Master reported on 10 December
1913, that such a Lodge was advocated by Brethren who were
seeking for more light, and the matter had been taken up by
the encrgetic Wor, Bro. 5. Scott Young, who offered to take
over all the preliminary work in connexion with the move-
ment. The Grand Master reported that he had issued a
number of dreulars with very favourable results. A pre-
liminary meeting was held on the same evening after Grand
Lodge had been clased in due form.

The matter received further notice on 11 March 1914,
when it was reparted that a large number of Brethren had
signed a petition for a new Lodge to be known as “The
Sydney Lodge of Research.” The objects of the new body,
it was stated, would be the study of the history of Free-
masonry and the dissemination of Masonic knowledge by
means of reading, discussing and publishing papers dealing
with such matter as pertained thereto. The petition was
granted by the Board,

In a previous chapter the services of Wor, Bro. Burfield
Taylor in the cause of amalgamation of the different Masonic
jurisdictions in New South Wales have been outlined. These
services were nltimately recognized and acknowledged, but
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ADMINISTRATION OF DR CARRUTHERS

in 1913 a quarter of a century had passed by and this
Brother’s mentorious efforts were still without recognition.
To rectify the position and end an injustice, Rt Wor. Bro.
E. Hungerford, on 100 December 1913, brought forward
the following motion:

That in recognition of the services rendered by him to the United
Grand lodge of New South Wales, to the movement for the
fonuation of which over twenty-five years ago he was [lonorary
Organizing Secretary, the rank of Past Grand Warden be con-
ferred on Wor. Bro. Ernest Burfield Tavlor of Lodge Emulation
No. 121, United Grand Lodge of New South Wales,

This was scconded by Rt Wor. Bro. Dr Sly, but an
amendment was then proposed and scconded respectively by
Rt Wor, Bros Nesbitt and MacLachlan to the effect that
the Board of General Purposcs should consider the sug-
gestion when dealing with the matter of the Jubilee Celebra-
tions. The amendment was defeated, and the motion was
then put and on a show of hands was alse negatived. But
the voting of sxty-mine for the motion and seventy-two
against revealed the support behind Wor, Bro. Taylor and
justified the successful revival of the motion several years
later {sce Chapter X, p. 146).

The Report, on 10 June 1914, of a visit of Grand
Lodge Officers led by Past Senior Grand Warden, Rt Wor,
Bro. J. G. Moon, to the Riverinz district, makes interesting
reading, T'he towns wisited comprised Hay (Lodge Mur-
rumbidgee ), Narrandera (Lodge Leopold), Coolamon and
Junee. Alccording ta the Report, the Lodge work at Hay
was as proficient as it could be in the most perfect of Lodges.
At Narrandera a Lodge of Inquiry was constituted on one
afternoon and followed by a sumptuous cvening banquet
which was attended by Brethren from Jerilderie, Hay,
Coolamon, Linckhart and Deniliquin. Similar hospitality was
extended to the travelling Brethren at the other two centres.
The Report pmnts out that Brethren travelled 150 mules
to attend their Lodge mectings in those districts, a distance
of from thirty to fifty miles being regarded as a slight detail
scarcelv worthy of mention. “We met numercus Brethren,”
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HISTORY OF UNITED GRAND LODGE, N.5.W,

ran the Report, “who, after years and vears had passed away
since they first saw light, had never an opportunity of visit-
ing a sister Lodge. Brethren, subscribing members since
their imtiation of fifty years and upwards, felt honoured to
meet a Grand Lodge Officer for the first time,”

Rt War, Bro. Moon in the Report offered the follow-
ing information and suggestions:

A great desire has been expressed, in fact it is strong and unani-
mous in every part of the State which it has been my privilege
to visit, offically representing Grand Lodge, viz—that District
Grand Inspectors of Workings should be in a position to give
definite information as to uniform workings and constitutional
questions and details of ceremonizl work, During this visit,
which was muost representative of present and past District Grand
Inspectors of Workings, these questions were discussed from
many standpoints, | made a suggestion, which met with unani-
mous approval, that T would propose to the MW, Grand Master
that for the Letter supervision of Country Lodges, and to bring
them in closer touch with Grand Lodge, the MW, the Grand
Master would recommend : “That all District Inspectors of Work-
ings be invited to attend Grand Lodge (biennially) on their
appointment and that a Lodge of excemplification, working the
three degrees, be carried out.” 1f Grand Lodge would approve
travelling expenses, train and coaching fares would have to be
paid, but the cost would he as nothing compared to the satisfaction
ft would give to the country Brethren, and the gain to Free
masonry in general.

The Grand Master, Most Wor. Bro. Dr Carruthers,
reported on 11 March 1914 through the Board of General
Purposes that he had fixed 24 June following for the cele-
bration of the Silver Jubilee of the Unien of the Craft. He
proposed that the Installation of the Grand Master and
Ofheers should take place on the same occasion. The Board
elected a sub-commiltec to organize the function which was
to take place in the Town Hall, However, before that date
the Grand Mastership had been transferred to another, for
on 9 June two nominations were made, that of the sitting
Grand Master, Most Wor. Bro. Dr Carruthers, and that of
Rt Wor. Bro. William Thompson. On the following even-
ing the ballot resulted in the return of the latter.
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ADMINISTRATION OF DR CARRUTHERS

It 15 pleasing to record that Most Wor. Bro. Dr
Carruthers maintained a keen interest in Freemasonry.
Though unable to attend the meetings of Grand Lodge, he
celebrated his completion of sixty vears of Masonic Life by
attending his lodge, Lodge Balmain.

He passed away on 17 September 1937 too soon to
participate in the Grand Lodge Jubilee to which he was
locking forward.

During Dr Carruther’s term of office, the deaths of two
distinguished Brethren were reported to Grand Lodge, one
of which occurred, however, just prior to the Grand Mas-
ter’s Installation. The two Brethren were Very Wor. Bro.
Whitfield, Grand Registrar, who passed away on 28 June
1913 at the early age of fifty-six years, and Rt Wor.
Bro. Robert Anderson, 2 Past Grand Warden, who on
20 August terminated an hencurable life extending over
eighty-six years. Very Wor. Bro. W. M. Simpson was
elected on 10 September to succeed to the office of Grand
Registrar.
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CHAPTER XXI

THE ADMINISTRATION OF MOST WOR. BRO.
WILLIAM THOMPSON

24 JUNE 1914—23 JULY 1924
Parr I
FEEEMASONRY AND THE GREAT WAR

Al speciar Communication was held in the Sydney Town
Hall on 24 June 1914 for the double purpose of installing
the newly-elected Grand Master and of celebrating the
Silver Jubilee of the amalgamation of the various Masonic
jurisdictions in New South Wales. The lnstalling Grand
Master for the occasion, Most Wor. Bro. Dr Carruthers,
occupied the Chair at the outset and in the presence of several
distinguished Brethren, Rt Wor. Bro. William Thompson
was announced, introduced, obligated, invested and placed
in the Chair, Rt Wor. Bro. Hungerford was then invested
as the Deputy, having consented to fill the position tempor-
arily, pending the attendance of the Brother selected for that
office. It was not till the next Quarterly Communication on
9 September 1914 that Wor. Bro. Sir Thomas Peter Ander-
son Stuart was introduced and obligated as Deputy Grand
Master. Professor Anderson Stuart was well known for his
connexion with the Medical Faculty at the Sydney Univer-
sity, of which he was the Dean and the frst Professor,
The Installing Master, in the course of his remarks,
drew the attention of the Brethren to the attendance at that
Jubilee meeting of five Brethren who had also been present
at the first meeting of the United Grand Lodge in 1888.
These five, he said, were Rt Wor. Bro. MacLachlan, who
had filled the distinguwished office of Grand Senior Warden
in 1888; Rt Wor. Bro, Arthur H. Bray who had been the
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ADMINISTRATION OF WILLIAM THOMPSON

Grand Secretary at and since the amalgamation; Wor. Bro.
J. P. Dale, who was one of the Dhrectors of Ceremonies in
1888; Wor, Bro. W. H. Ore, who had occupied the ofhce
of Bard for the past twenty-five years, and Wor. Bro.
Dugald Dobie, one of the original Grand Stewards.

Most Wor, Bro. Carruthers then made reference to
the progress during the past quarter of a century. The num-
ber of Lodges had increased, he stated, from 176 in 1888
to 254 in 1914, the members had increased from 60400 to
20,000, while the funds which in 1888 amounted to £4000
by 1914 had increased to £46,879.

The actual strength of the Fraternity was more exactly
disclased in the return presented three months later (9 Sep-
tember 1914) by the Grand Secretary. The return gave the
following figures:

Number of Members, 1 July 1913 .. .. .. 15728
MNumber of Initates, 1913-14 v 1.1
Number of Affiliates .. .. .. .. .. .. 1276
WNumber who called off .. .. .. .. .. 16603
Number who died ce UL OWE o wma s naes 175
Wumber excluded B G s nEs e s 204
Number of Members, 30 Junc 1214 e .. 20477

Increase -+ S S 5 1,749

In the matter of charity, the following amounts had
been disbursed: £35,388 by Grand Lodge; £17,942 by the
Freemasons’ Benevolent Institution; £12,616 by the Free-
masons’ Orphan Society. These amounts, added to the
Special Public Grants of £1482 and Hospital Grants of
£2836, made a total disbursemen: of £70,000, To this could
be added another £20,000 representing the charity of private
lodges.

The relatvely small increase in the pumber of Lodges
as compared with the growth in membership, the return
showed, was accounted for by the amalgamation in the earlier
vears of hitherto rival Lodpes or the surrenders of Warrants.
During the first twelve vears there had been twenty-seven
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HISTORY OF UNITED GRAND LODGE, N.5.W.

surrenders and fourteen amalgamations, as contrasted with
six surrenders and one amalgamation in the next twelve
years.

Continuing his address, Most Wor. Bro. Carruthers
stressed the fact that the total amount disbursed in charity
was evidence in rebuttal of the charge that our benevolence
was “glorified selfichness.” Amounts totalling £23,000, he
said, had been given to public and non-sectarian institutions,
and without ostentation or publicity, the hungry had been
fed, the naked clothed, the sick tended, the dead buried, the
mourner comforted, the debtor ransomed and the orphan
educatcd.

“I hupe sincerely,” Most Worshipful Bro. Carruthers
concluded, “that 1t 15 such a spint in Masonry for which we
struggle, that spurs us on and that teaches us the highest
code of action and conduct. Such duties we owe to ourselves,
to our neighbour and to the Most High.” He continued:

To us Freemasonry 15 fuoll of Dbeautes that appeal alike
to the voung man, ascending the Eastern horizon, to the middle-
aged man at life’s meridian, in the full plenitude of his power, and
to the aged man whose waning years show that he has passed into
the afternoon of life, and is journeying on towards the west—the
setting Sun. . . . To some Masonry appeals by its antiquity. [t
iz the oldest fraternal society known to man, . ., One of the
preatest features of the order is the broad-based democratic spirit
upon which it stands. . . . Masonry is not a religion but the
Eternal Truth,

The great light of Masonry is the tenet that stands in bold
relief above all other dectrines and teaches man to look for support
in every emergency and guidance in every difficulty to an all-wise
Providence.

It behoves us to look well rather to the quality than the
quantity of the new malerial received into our ranks, for the
power for guod of Freemasonry anses rather out of the high
moral and ethical standard of its membership than from its num-
bers, and one unworthy individual who has gained admission to
our portals can easily out-weigh the beneficent influence of five
score good and worthy men, for the world is apt to judge us not
by our best but by our worst,

The Grand Master then extended a welcome to the
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ADMINISTRATION OF WILLIAM THOMPSON

distinguished visitors from the other States, including Rt
Wor. Bro. Glover, Grand Sccretary and Past Deputy Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of South Australia; Most Wor.
Bro. Dr Carty Salmon, Grand Master, and Most Wor. Bro,
Holden, Immediate Past Grand Master from Victoria;
Wor. Bro. Shoobridge (Grand Purswivant) representing the
Grand Lodge of Tasmania; Very Wor. Bro. G. T, Poole
(Grand Superintendent of Works) from Western Australia,
and Most Wor. Bro. Jones { Deputy Grand Master and Past
Grand Master) from Queensland.

The newly-installed Grand Master had been initiated
in Liodge Wentworth No. 89 nearly twenty-one years
previously, {October 1893) and during the course of his
Masonic career he had affiliated with ten other Lodges,
namely Lodges Ryde No. 134, Horace Thompson No. 324,
Richard Coley No. 152, Thespian No. 256, Kensington
No. 270, Marrckville No. 365, Fortitude No. 439, Duty
No. 562, Universal No. 4735, and Oxford No, 85. He was
installed as Worshipful Master in Lodge Ryde in 1905.
His association with Grand Lodge as one of its officers com-
menced with his appointment as District Grand Inspector of
Workings in 1908, Three years later he was clected Grand
Inspector of Warkings (1911 } and quickly rose to be Junior
Grand Warden in 1912, Semior Grand Warden in 1913 and,
as already just recorded, installed as Grand Master in 1914,
He was one of the Board of General Purposes from 1910 to
1914, and, after his long and meritorious career as Grand
Master, he was again elected to the Board from 1928 to
1931. His greatest achievements, as will be shown, were in
connexion with the Masonic Schools named after him, and
the Masonic Hospital.

Attached to the record of the Grand Lodge Communi-
cation to which reference has just been made was the usual
Appendix composed of Return of Lodges, Sister Grand
Lodges, and the Report of the Commirttee on Foreign Cor-
respondence. The last mentioned Report drew attention to
the recognition by the Grand Ludge of England of “The
Independent and Regular National Grand Lodge of France
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and of the French Colonies,” an institution differing from
the Grand Orient of France in that it recognized the Deity,
worked with the open Bible, while its individual Lodges
opened and closed in the name of the G.A.O.T.U.

The excellent summaries made by cur Committees of
Foreign Correspondence were such as to simplify the task
of keeping one’s self informed as to the activitics of Free-
masonry throughout the world. [t 1s a matter of profound
regret that the arducus services of the Brethren constituting
these commuttees cannot be as fully recognized in the pages
of this History as they deserve, and it is a great pity that
their enlightening reports are no longer regularly published.

The question of the recugnition of the National Grand
Lodge of France was recommended by the Board of Gen-
eral Purposes on 9 December 1914, In addition to the
features of this Grand Lodge already mentioned, the other
obligations of the Order were that no political or religious
discussions were to be permitted in Lodge, and that only
the three usual deprees were to be recognized. On Rt Wor,
Bro. Moon’s motion the following addendum was adopted,
viz:

That the ceremony conducted should be in strict conformity with
the “Hégime Rectiid"—a ritual drawn up in 1778 and sanctioned
in 1782, and with which the Dhuke of Kent was initiated in 1792,
“All the summnnses o the Order and of the Lodges would be
printed with the symhbols of the GAOT.1L; the Lodge as such
would never take part officially in any political affair but every
individoal Brother would preserve complete iberty of opinion and
acton. Omly such Brethren as were recognized as true Brethren
by the Grand Lodge of England were to be received in the Lodge™

With this addendum the recommendation of the Board
was adopted.

The newly-installed Grand Master held supreme
office for a longer period than any other Grand Master in
New South Wales if we except the peried before the amal-
gamation in 1888, The first five vears of his office were
coincident with the period of the Great War, and problems
of a nature novel and different from those usually calling
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for sulution confronted him. Among those who offered their
lives, their careers, their all to their King, Country and
Empire were many Masons, The extent of the demands
of the war was not readily grasped at first, and the pro-
vision offered was accordingly inadequate until a2 more ¢com-
prehensive realization of the situation prompted the Masonic
fraternity to make a more fitting response. At the Quarterly
Communication 1n September 1914, the Board of General
Purposcs, at the Grand Master’s request, recommended a
vote of £250 to the Patriotic Fund; indeed, the Grand
Master sugpested that no one would object to that vote
being increased to £500, Many Lodges, he intimated, had
taken the matter up with enthusiasm, and he anticipated
that a sum of £3000 would be raised. He openly expressed
his regret that the appeal he had intended Grand Lodge
should make to the Secretaries of Lodges throughout the
jurisdiction had been anticipated by the Masonic Club,
which had thus foresialled him. By the time of the next
Grand Lodge meeting (9 December 1914} the Grand Mas-
ter was able to report a ready response from the Lodges,
£1909 having been received; Unity Liodge, Armudale No. 6,
contributing as much as £100; Lodges Tarbolton Na. 12
and Dulwich 251 offered £50 each. Alrtogether the names
of 179 Lodges appearced in the initial list.

On 9 June 1915 it was reported that Lﬁdga Victoria,
Ashfield, had organized a concert reuultmg in a contribution
of £675 for the Belgian Fund, and that this had been in-
creased to £1000 by !.’-Jlu"ﬂ.-ir}’ :.ubsﬂmmmnc The expenses
of the concert, £15 10s. as well as a further vote of twenty
guineas hud heen paid out of the Lodge funds. A fortnight
later the Grand Master announced that £23546 had hLeen
handed over to the National Patriotic Tund and that the
dues would be remitted in the cases of Brethren serving at
the front, so that there would be no difficulty in the soldiers
retaining their Masonic connexions,

A War Benevolent Fund was apened and on 8 Septem-
ber 19135 Most Wor. Bro. T'hompson stated that £1000 had
been received, though the flow of subscriptions had barely
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commenced. At Grenfell, he said, a sum of £28 10s. was
collected within five minutes. Only one Lodge had de-
chined to assist, and the Grand Master pointed out that that
was a suburban Lodge with members blessed with an abund-
ance of this world’s goods who had not realized that in
times of unparalleled stress and trial Masons must make
unprecedented sacrifices.

The Grand Master stated also that 627 Brethren were
actively serving with the Expeditionary forces and that
twenty-cight had yielded up their lives at Gallipoli, while
many others had been wounded to incapacitation. Three
months later the total number serving at the front had
increased to 895, whilst forty had made the supreme sacri-
fice. On the previous 14 October about eighty to minety
Brethren at the Laverpool military camp had met to form
a Masomic Association of which the membership had already
grown to 16{. By & March 1916 the scroll of enlisted
Brethren contained 1158 names, forty-seven had passed over
the line, and the War Bensvolent Fund had reached £3330.
By June the amount was £4821, while in July 1916 the
total enrolments amounted to 1433.

It was at this stage that the British Empire in general,
and the Masonic jurisdictions in particular, were thrown into
a state of gloom at the news of the loss of Rt War. Bro.
Lord Kitchener. lis name at that time was suggestive of
the might, majesty and power of the British arms. His
high and important Masonic career has already been referred
to. Lord Kitchener's famous message to the soldiers
hreathed the spirit of Freemasonry and exemplified his un-
tiring efforts to promote amongst the troops the grear prin-
ciples of temperance, sobriety and morality.

He reminded them that their task called for courage,
encrgy and patience, and that 1t was their duty to set an
example of discipline and perfect steadiness, He exhorted
them to “be invariably courteous, considerate and kind,” and
to be on their guard against excess. Lord Kitchener con-
cluded his message with the advice, “Do your duty bravely.
Fear God. Honour the King.”
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That the soldiers did not forget their Masonic interests
and charitics may be illustrated by a Gallipoli incident that
was related by the President, Rt Wor. Bro. W. C. Shipway,
at the annual meeting of the Freemasons' Benevalent In-
stitution held on 30 May 1916.

Rt Wor. Bro. Shipway said:

There is cne Brother who subsenibed one guinea, whose name I
want partieularly tn mention  to-night—Rro. Collopy. Bro
Collopy is on active service, and there is a little tale about that
puinea which vou can take as being absolutely auothentic, Dro.
Collopy, one of our brave heroes, was in the trenches, and there
picked up a one pound note. He said to the man next to him:
“I have a good mind to send this to Sydney to some charity,”
The ather replied, "Well | know of a good charity in New South
Wales—the Freemasons' Denevalent Institunon” . . . Bro,
Collopy said, “A good idea! 1 will put a shilling to it and make
it & guinea,” and that guinea was received by us! [ think this
episnde 15 worthy of being placed in the same category as the
"Widow's Mite.”

The recruiting continued steadily during the next two
years, and pari passu the contnbutions to the War Fund
poured in. On 12 June 1818, for example, it was reported
that the amount reccived during the previous year was
£9510 16s. 8d., including 2 War Bond of £100 donated by
Lodge Illawarra No. 59, and the amount standing to the
credit of the fund was then £14,010 9s. 5d. The total en-
listment of Masonie Brethren was 2763, of whom 209 had
been reported killed, By March 1919 the figures had grown
so that £18,829 had been contributed, £4768 disbursed,
2988 Brethren had enlisted and 306 had paid the supreme
sacrifice.  The contributions were naturally intended for
those wha were Masons when they enlisted, and the move-
ment to widen the area of charity to include as beneficiaries
of the War Benevolent Fund those who became initiates
after their return from the front was wisely discauntenanced,
as such a departure would have menaced Freemasonry with
those who sought to enter our ranks so as 1o exploit the
fund. It was well that on 12 Jupe 1918 the Grand Master
gave a definite ruling on this matter in the following terms:
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I have been asked for a decision as to whether a returned soldier
may, on his initiation, have his name placed on the Lodge Honour
Rall, awd whether he may be then qualified to participate in the
benefits of the War Fund. 1 replied in the negative to both gues-
tions, as both Houour Roll and War Fund are for those active
members of Lodges who enlisted,

It 15, of course, impracticable to record herein all the
cases of relief which the War IFund made possible. Suffice
it to say that a committee appointed on 13 September 1916,
to deal with irs distribution, met periodically, when every
case brought under its notice was carcfully considered, and
action was deferred untill personal inquiries made by a
member of the committee resulted in his colleagues being
satisfied. The relicf took various forms. At one timg a
sum of money would be allowed to provide a Brother with
some capital wherewith he could open up a business; at
another time 4 widow of a deceased member would be en-
abled by a grant to pay off debts that had accrued since
her hushand’s death, or she would be provided with the
sum necessary to purchase material for the construction of
a house which the Voluntary Workers’ Association might
undertake on her behalf; a maimed soldier would be as-
sisted to pay off the balance owing on a piece of land so
that he might erect and open a boarding-house; or yet
apain, a Brother wishing to procure a car and ply for hire,
would be assured of a sympathetic response by the com-
mittee.

Rt Wor. Bro. Goulston manifested a keen, active in-
terest in this matter, and it must have rejoiced his heart
when on 13 June 1917 he was able to hand over to the
fund the huge cheque of £8100, the resulr of a great
effort made by the War Fund Bazaar Commuttee.

The fact that appeals of a similar nature were being
issued by the Masonic Club was found to be embarrassing,
and in December 1918 the Grand Master felt it incum-
bent upon him to draw the notice of the Board of General
Purposes to a circular which had been issued to all Lodges
by the Masonic Club, making an appeal in aid of the
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A.LF. Memorial Fund. As a consequence the following
resolution was passed: “That this Board 15 of opinion that
during the present war all appeals to Masonic Lodges for
War Charities should bear the imprimatur of the Grand
Master, and that a crcular to this effect be sent forth-
with to all Lodges.”

It was not until 14 Junc 1922, more than three and
a half years after hostilities had ceased, that the Grand
Master announced his intention of closing the War Fund,
when “every case worth consideration had been dealt with.”
“The money,” declared the Grand Master, “could not be
better applied than in the crection of cottages for the
orphans.”

During the war, many Lodges resolved to “follow the
King” by refraining from partaking of alcoholic beverage
and by devoung the money thus saved to the War Fund.
“The example,” declared the Grand Master, “is worthy
of emulation, for we are called upon to make the utmost
possible sacrifice at this period of dificulty and danger 1o
our Empire”

The fraternal activity of Lodge Liverpocl No. 197
during the war deserves a word of commendation, In
February 1915, it held an emergent meeting at the Grand
Secretary’s request to confer the second degree on behalf
of Lodge Apsley on Brother William John Seymour, of
Liverpool Military Camp. A week later at another emer-
gent meeting the Third Degree was conferred by Dispensa-
tion un the same Brother shortly before he sailed for the
front.

These meetings were the precursors of fifty-one such
gatherings during the war period